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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

India’s External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar visited the Maldives and Sri 

Lanka from January 18-20. At the Joint Press Conference with his Maldivian 

counterpart on January 18, Dr. Jaishankar said both the countries “together 

have a responsibility for peace and security in the region.” While inaugurating 

large-scale multiple development projects funded by India, he said, “Indian 

development cooperation approach emphasised on transparency, full 

participation, ownership of the host country, and competitive pricing.” 

Meanwhile, the Maldives has decided to support India's candidature to a non-

permanent seat of the UNSC for the term 2028-2029, the election for which is 

scheduled to be held during the eighty-first session of the UNGA in June 2027.  

Following the meeting with President Ranil Wickremasinghe on January 20, 

Dr. Jaishankar reaffirmed India’s support for Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring 

programme. Earlier on January 16, India handed over its letter of support to the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) for financing and debt restructuring of Sri 

Lanka. Dr. Jaishankar also discussed issues related to the full implementation 

of the 13th amendment, early conduct of provincial elections and requested 

President Wickremasinghe to pay special attention to the requirements of the 

Indian-origin Tamil community. 

The construction of the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant in Bangladesh suffered 

a setback as the Russian ship carrying equipment could not unload due to the 

US sanctions and headed back to Russia. On January 22, Bangladesh Foreign 

Minister AK Abdul Momen said, “Russia knowingly sent the US-sanctioned ship 

carrying equipment…, something that is surprising and unexpected.”   

A high-level UN delegation led by the Deputy Secretary-General visited 

Afghanistan from January 16-19. In a meeting with the Taliban authorities, they 

asked the Taliban to reverse course on recent decrees limiting women’s and 

girls’ rights. UN delegation has warned that isolating women will also isolate 

Afghanistan. Earlier, the delegation visited Turkey, Qatar, and Pakistan to 

discuss the situation in Afghanistan.  

 

 

https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36129/Visit_of_External_Affairs_Minister_to_Maldives_and_Sri_Lanka_January_1820_2023
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/36131/Press_Statement_by_External_Affairs_Minister_Dr_S_Jaishankar_at_the_Joint_Press_Conference_with_the_Foreign_Minister_of_Maldives
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/36133/Remarks_by_External_Affairs_Minister_Dr_S_Jaishankar_at_the_inauguration_of_the_Community_Centre_in_Shaviyani_Foakaidhoo
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/36131/Press_Statement_by_External_Affairs_Minister_Dr_S_Jaishankar_at_the_Joint_Press_Conference_with_the_Foreign_Minister_of_Maldives
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/maldives-to-support-india-s-candidature-to-unsc-for-term-20282029-101674478793248.html
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/36136/Press_Statement_by_External_Affairs_Minister_Dr_S_Jaishankar_in_Sri_Lanka
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-first-nation-to-assure-imf-of-efforts-to-aid-lanka-recovery-101674323767651.html
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/36136/Press_Statement_by_External_Affairs_Minister_Dr_S_Jaishankar_in_Sri_Lanka
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/russian-ship-returning-without-offloading-rooppur-equipment-3225141
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/russian-ship-returning-without-offloading-rooppur-equipment-3225141
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/russia-sent-ship-knowingly-3227921
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/dsg/note-correspondents/2023-01-20/note-correspondents-press-release-following-un-deputy-secretary-generals-visit-afghanistan
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/01/1132677
https://www.dawn.com/news/1732983/isolating-women-isolates-kabul-un-tells-taliban
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-deputy-secretary-general-kabul-talks-womens-education-work-2023-01-18/
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Other Developments 

Taliban authorities in Afghanistan have arrested five men, including two 

Chinese nationals, for allegedly trying to smuggle an estimated 1,000 metric 

tons of lithium-bearing rocks out of the country. 

A massive breakdown in the national grid on January 23 triggered the worst 

electricity outage across Pakistan. 

Days after Bhutan and China held talks on the boundary dispute, India’s 

Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra visited Bhutan on January 18.  

https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-arrest-chinese-nationals-for-allegedly-smuggling-afghan-lithium-/6928878.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-arrest-chinese-nationals-for-allegedly-smuggling-afghan-lithium-/6928878.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-arrest-chinese-nationals-for-allegedly-smuggling-afghan-lithium-/6928878.html
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2397356/millions-left-powerless-country-grinds-to-halt-as-massive-power-outage-paralyses-life
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2397356/millions-left-powerless-country-grinds-to-halt-as-massive-power-outage-paralyses-life
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/foreign-secretary-visits-bhutan-to-discuss-bilateral-ties-8390275/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/foreign-secretary-visits-bhutan-to-discuss-bilateral-ties-8390275/
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

In an address to the Ambassadors of ASEAN countries on January 20, 

Coordinating Economic Minister Airlangga Hartarto stated Indonesia’s focus 

as the chair of ASEAN will be on generating economic growth in the region to 

speed up recovery in the wake of Covid-19. He remarked that the country will 

aid regional recovery through “improved connectivity and competitiveness as 

well as by building resilience in financial services and food security”. Following 

this announcement, the Indonesian Ministry of Trade launched four flagship 

events for Indonesia's ASEAN Chairmanship in 2023 -   the New ASEAN Tariff 

Finder, the launch of the Digital Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA) 

negotiations, a ceremony of the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) full implementation, and ASEAN Online Sale Day (AOSD). 

The 4th Air Staff Talks between the Indonesian Air Force (TNI AU) and the 

Indian Air Force (IAF) were organised at Bandung on January 19. AVM Minggit 

Tribowo, Head of the Indonesian Air Force Delegation revealed that the “two 

air forces agreed to promote partnership in the defence sector based on the 

principles of equality, mutual benefit and high respect for each other”. 

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos in his address at the World Economic 

Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland remarked that the tension in the South 

China Sea “keeps him up at night”, adding that “if something goes wrong here, 

we are going to suffer”. On January 20, Manila hosted a high-level security 

dialogue with the United States where the two countries agreed to speed up the 

completion of projects that allow US forces to store equipment at select 

Philippine military bases and to convene a maritime dialogue in Washington. 

Additionally, the two sides agreed to reinstate the “2-plus-2 meetings” of their 

top officials in mid-2023 after a seven-year halt allowing their governments to 

“plan ahead for and ensure more coordinated responses to potential flashpoints”. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2023/01/20/indonesias-asean-presidency-to-focus-on-economic-growth-minister.html
https://en.antaranews.com/news/270234/trade-ministry-prepares-4-flagship-events-for-asean-chairmanship-2023
https://en.antaranews.com/news/270234/trade-ministry-prepares-4-flagship-events-for-asean-chairmanship-2023
https://twitter.com/IndianEmbJkt/status/1616274160636014597?cxt=HHwWisDRxaSylO4sAAAA
https://tni-au.mil.id/air-staff-talks-tni-au-iaf-seskoau/
https://tni-au.mil.id/air-staff-talks-tni-au-iaf-seskoau/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-marcos-says-south-china-sea-keeps-him-up-at-night
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-marcos-says-south-china-sea-keeps-him-up-at-night
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/us-philippines-south-china-sea-flashpoints-security-ties-3221071
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/us-philippines-south-china-sea-flashpoints-security-ties-3221071
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-us-in-talks-to-resume-2-plus-2-meeting-as-relations-thaw
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Other Developments 

Indonesia boosts South China Sea security ahead of energy project 

Refugees flee to India amid military airstrikes in Myanmar 

Indonesia, RoK look to step up economic cooperation 

Malaysia PM Anwar to make two-day visit to Brunei from January 24-25 

Vietnam’s legislature approves President’s resignation amid graft crackdown 

Timor-Leste has 'no obstacles' to joining ASEAN: President Ramos-Horta 

  

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/Indonesia-boosts-South-China-Sea-security-ahead-of-energy-project
https://www.voanews.com/a/refugees-flee-to-india-amid-military-airstrikes-in-myanmar/6924644.html
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/indonesia-rok-look-to-step-up-economic-cooperation/247352.vnp
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-pm-anwar-to-make-two-day-visit-to-brunei-from-tuesday
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/vietnam-s-legislature-approves-president-s-resignation-amid-graft-crackdown
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Davos-2023/Timor-Leste-has-no-obstacles-to-joining-ASEAN-President-Ramos-Horta
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi arrived in India on January 24 for a 

three-day visit, during which he will hold wide-ranging talks with Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, attend India’s Republic Day celebrations as Chief 

Guest, and hold an interaction with the business community. This visit is 

expected to deepen the “time-tested” partnership between India and Egypt.  A 

strong contingent of 144 members of the Egyptian armed forces will participate 

in the Republic Day parade. 

India and Oman held a strategic dialogue in New Delhi on January 17-18, 

reiterating their determination to maintain “maritime security and safety” in 

the region. The two sides also emphasised the need for “collective action in 

combating terrorism”. Meanwhile, deepening the India-UAE partnership, 

Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan visited the UAE. 

Marking 30 years of diplomatic relations between India and Israel, the two 

countries inaugurated the ‘30th Indo-Israel Center of Excellence’ in Haryana, 

dedicated to the cultivation of semi-arid horticultural crops.   

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the Arab League condemned the burning 

of a copy of “The Holy Quran” outside the Turkish Embassy in Sweden. GCC 

Secretary-General, Dr. Nayaf Falah Mubarak Al-Hajraf warned that such acts 

would “inflame and provoke Muslims around the world”. Condemning the 

events in Stockholm, Turkey has reportedly postponed a key meeting with 

Sweden and Finland, intended to hash out differences over their bid to join 

NATO. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken reiterated that Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA) 

was no longer a priority for the Biden administration as Tehran had rejected 

the chance to revive the agreement months ago. As the JCPOA seems 

unsalvageable, the US and Israel launched a large-scale joint military exercise 

“Juniper Oak 23.2” in Israel and the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. Further, the US, 

European Union, and UK imposed new sanctions on Iran’s Islamic Revolution 

Guard Corps (IRGC) for their violent suppression of women’s rights protests in 

the country.  

 

https://twitter.com/MEAIndia/status/1617870967849783303
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/mea-sisi-visit-will-deepen-time-tested-india-egypt-relations-8396616/
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/in-focus/story/74th-republic-day-from-indian-field-gun-to-prachand-here-are-many-first-to-witness-on-jan-26-367401-2023-01-24
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-oman-discuss-ways-to-focus-on-counter-terrorism-initiatives-101674055152578.html
https://twitter.com/MOS_MEA/status/1616071257057001472
https://news.abplive.com/states/haryana-india-israel-30th-center-of-excellence-in-bhiwani-30-years-of-india-israel-full-diplomatic-relations-1577432
https://www.saudigazette.com.sa/article/629208/World/Mena/GCC-chief-condemns-burning-of-copy-of-Quran-by-an-extremist-in-the-Hague
https://www.saudigazette.com.sa/article/629208/World/Mena/GCC-chief-condemns-burning-of-copy-of-Quran-by-an-extremist-in-the-Hague
https://www.wsj.com/articles/turkey-postpones-talks-on-nato-bid-by-sweden-and-finland-11674587551
https://www.wsj.com/articles/turkey-postpones-talks-on-nato-bid-by-sweden-and-finland-11674587551
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2023/01/18/Iran-rejects-chance-to-revive-nuclear-deal-with-US-Blinken-
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2023/01/18/Iran-rejects-chance-to-revive-nuclear-deal-with-US-Blinken-
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/01/23/politics/israel-us-military-exercise/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/01/23/politics/israel-us-military-exercise/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-imposes-sanctions-iranian-officials-irgc-cooperative-foundation-2023-01-23/
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Other Developments 

Muslim Brotherhood, Pakistan running disinformation drive to create gulf 

between India, Arab World: intelligence sources 

Secretary Blinken to visit Israel next week, in second trip by a senior US official 

this month 

Meeting US national security adviser, PM Netanyahu stresses bid to build Saudi 

ties 

More sanctions as Iran and EU clash over IRGC ‘terror’ label 

OPEC chief 'very confident about China's economy 

Chinese FM's "tour to Africa first" shows long-lasting close friendship 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.news18.com/news/india/exclusive-muslim-brotherhood-pak-running-disinfo-drive-to-create-gulf-between-india-arab-world-sources-6909607.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/exclusive-muslim-brotherhood-pak-running-disinfo-drive-to-create-gulf-between-india-arab-world-sources-6909607.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/blinken-to-visit-israel-next-week-in-second-trip-by-senior-us-official-this-month/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/blinken-to-visit-israel-next-week-in-second-trip-by-senior-us-official-this-month/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/meeting-white-house-official-netanyahu-stresses-bid-to-build-saudi-arabia-ties/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/meeting-white-house-official-netanyahu-stresses-bid-to-build-saudi-arabia-ties/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/23/more-sanctions-as-iran-and-eu-clash-over-irgc-terror-label
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202301/19/WS63c8a38ca31057c47ebaa8d2.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2023/0116/c90000-10196638.html


 

DPG India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. I, Issue 4  |     7 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | January 25, 2023 

China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

Even as China continues experiencing a surge in Covid infections after shifting 

away from a zero-Covid policy, President Xi Jinping, at the 2023 Spring Festival 

gathering on January 20, praised the government’s efforts  in “optimizing the 

epidemic prevention and control measures … to protect people's lives and 

health to the greatest extent and minimize the impact of the epidemic on 

economic and social development.” 

President Xi Jinping held a video conversation with the soldiers stationed along 

the India-China border in eastern Ladakh and inspected their combat 

readiness. While addressing the Xinjiang border command, Chinese navy 

formation, and an air force aviation brigade, President Xi ordered them “to 

remain alert and be ready for combat.” 

While addressing the welcome reception of China’s new Ambassador to Nepal, 

Chairman of Nepal's National Assembly Ganesh Prasad Timilsina described 

China as an important development partner of Nepal and that the two countries 

have remained "good neighbours" and “reliable partners”. 

The Export-Import Bank of China has offered Sri Lanka a two-year moratorium 

on its debt and said it would support the country's efforts to secure a $2.9 billion 

loan from the International Monetary Fund. State Minister for Finance Shehan 

Semasinghe called it “positive news”. The Chinese response came after India 

stepped in first to issue the necessary assurances. 

The newly appointed Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen while 

commenting on the current state of China-Bangladesh relations stressed on 

common development, common values, common security, and common 

responsibilities as goals of their bilateral relations. Earlier during a meeting with  

Bangladeshi Foreign Minister Abdul Momen on January 23, Ambassador Yao 

Wen discussed bilateral and multilateral cooperation of mutual interests, 

including trade and investment, infrastructure development, connectivity, and 

South-South cooperation. 

Highlighting the influential role played by China in Naypidaw, leaders from 

both, Myanmar’s ruling military and the anti-junta National Unity Government 

praised Beijing in their respective Lunar New Year messages. China’s UN 

https://english.news.cn/20230121/b2fa64c6d0c64cecb7b9b680646c18e5/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20230121/b2fa64c6d0c64cecb7b9b680646c18e5/c.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/chinese-president-xi-inspects-combat-readiness-of-troops-stationed-along-india-china-border-in-eastern-ladakh/articleshow/97176936.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/chinese-president-xi-inspects-combat-readiness-of-troops-stationed-along-india-china-border-in-eastern-ladakh/articleshow/97176936.cms
https://english.news.cn/20230120/fe9ade0cce054f8990b27f6dbec07d0f/c.html
https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-gets-first-response-from-china-over-debt-restructuring-109830/
https://www.rtvonline.com/english/free-opinion/9883/China-Bangladesh-relations-Embrace-an-even-brighter-future-in-the-new-era
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/01/22/chinese-envoy-it-is-high-time-to-work-together-to-have-more-projects
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/01/22/chinese-envoy-it-is-high-time-to-work-together-to-have-more-projects
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmarchinanewyear-01232023190052.html
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delegation earlier prevented meaningful sanctions from being imposed on 

Myanmar since the military took control in a February 2021 coup. 

Other Developments 

US DoD Report Says China Gunning for Its ‘National Réjuvénation’ Objective 

with Help of Allies Like Pakistan 

China using cheap loans tactic to reduce India’s influence in Indian Ocean 

Region, say research papers  

https://eurasiantimes.com/china-gunning-for-its-national-rejuvenation-objective/
https://eurasiantimes.com/china-gunning-for-its-national-rejuvenation-objective/
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/china-using-new-cheap-loans-to-keep-indias-influence-in-indian-ocean-region-at-bay-say-research-papers-555220
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/china-using-new-cheap-loans-to-keep-indias-influence-in-indian-ocean-region-at-bay-say-research-papers-555220
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