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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

Prime Ministers of India and Bangladesh jointly inaugurated the first cross-

border energy pipeline on March 18 via video conference. The Pipeline can 

transport 1 MMTPA of High-Speed Diesel initially to seven districts in northern 

Bangladesh. PM Sheikh Hasina has offered India the use of Chattogram and 

Sylhet ports to improve regional connectivity for growing trade and commerce 

between the two countries. Bangladesh has also operationalised the first 

submarine base ‘BNS Sheikh Hasina’ at Pekua in Cox’s Bazar on March 20.  

On March 21 the IMF approved a 48-month extended arrangement under the 

Extended Fund Facility of 2.286 billion Special Drawing Rights which 

corresponds to about USD 3 billion to support Sri Lanka's economic policies 

and reforms. Following the announcement, President Ranil Wickremesinghe 

tabled the IMF Staff Level agreement in parliament, while Finance Secretary has 

been granted special permission to sign the necessary agreements.  

On March 16, U.S. CENTCOM Commander Gen. Michael Kurilla said that the 

ISIS group operating in Afghanistan will likely be capable of conducting 

"external operations" against the U.S. and Western allies within just six months. 

Meanwhile, the security situation in Pakistan further deteriorated due to 

political chaos and the resurgence of the TTP. A brigadier from the ISI was killed 

in South Waziristan on March 21, while three more soldiers were killed in 

another terrorist attack in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on the same day.  

The third round of Pakistan-China bilateral political consultations was held in 

Beijing on March 19 in which they reiterated the commitment to expand 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and include third parties in the 

project. Earlier, China had expressed serious reservations about overdue 

payments of USD 1.5 billion to the Chinese independent power plants (IPPs), 

installed under the CPEC, as well as currency exchange restrictions imposed by 

the State Bank of Pakistan, which hamper coal import. 

 

 

 

https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36373/Joint_Virtual_Inauguration_of_the_IndiaBangladesh_Friendship_Pipeline_by_Prime_Ministers_of_India__Bangladesh
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/ram-chandra-paudel-sworn-in-as-president-of-nepal-11678698341877.html
https://newsonair.com/2023/03/20/bangladesh-commissions-its-first-submarine-base/
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2023/03/21/tr032123-transcript-of-sri-lanka-press-briefing
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/President-tables-IMF-staff-level-agreement-in-Parliament/108-256322
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/isis-terrorists-afghanistan-conduct-external-attacks-us-6-months-us-commander
https://www.dawn.com/news/1743412/brigadier-martyred-in-encounter-with-hardcore-terrorists-in-south-waziristan-ispr
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2407327/three-soldiers-martyred-in-di-khan-attack
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1051927-pakistan-china-agree-to-expand-political-security-economic-ties
https://www.dawn.com/news/1743162/islamabad-beijing-commit-to-expanding-cpec
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2406105/beijing-asks-for-15b-payment
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Other Developments 

Nepal’s Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal has won a vote of confidence in 

parliament after securing the support of the opposition centrist Nepali 

Congress party and other smaller groups, which are now expected to join his 

new cabinet. 

 

Nepal and India have agreed to formulate a modality to enable Nepal to export 

power to multiple Indian states by using the infrastructure owned by the 

Indian state of Bihar. 

 

The caretaker government of Pakistan Punjab has signed an agreement to 

hand over at least 45,267 acres of land in three districts to the Pakistan Army 

for ‘Corporate Agriculture Farming’. 

 

The Security Council today adopted two resolutions concerning Afghanistan, 

both unanimously, one of which extended the mandate of the United Nations 

special political mission for one year, while the other requested an 

independent assessment of — and recommendations for — efforts to address 

that country’s challenges.  

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/03/18/nepal-india-agree-to-formulate-modality-to-supply-electricity-to-indian-states-via-bihar
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/03/18/nepal-india-agree-to-formulate-modality-to-supply-electricity-to-indian-states-via-bihar
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/03/18/nepal-india-agree-to-formulate-modality-to-supply-electricity-to-indian-states-via-bihar
https://www.dawn.com/news/1742652/army-handed-over-45000-acres-for-corporate-farming
https://www.dawn.com/news/1742652/army-handed-over-45000-acres-for-corporate-farming
https://www.dawn.com/news/1742652/army-handed-over-45000-acres-for-corporate-farming
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/20/nepal-pm-wins-confidence-vote-in-parliament
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The commemorative reception for ASEAN-India Friendship Year 2022, 

celebrating 30 years of partnership between India and ASEAN was held in 

Jakarta. Addressing the gathering, ASEAN Secretary General Dr. Kao Kim 

Hourn remarked that India and ASEAN shared “three decades of productive and 

mutually beneficial partnership”. He further underscored the four key 

economic partnership priorities that ASEAN would like to advance further with 

India- “market integration; sustainability and decarbonization; digital 

transformation; and inclusivity, particularly Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSMEs), and Public-Private Partnerships”. 

The Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Hsien Loong met Indonesian President 

Joko Widodo in Singapore on March 16 for the Singapore-Indonesia Leaders’ 

Retreat. The two leaders signed six Memorandum of Understandings covering 

the following areas- energy, sustainability, health and human capital 

development. Amongst these six, one of the agreements established the Tech:X 

Programme under which young tech professionals from Singapore and 

Indonesia can work and gain experience in each other's tech industries. 

On March 16, the Minister of National Defense of Vietnam hosted the newly 

appointed India’s Ambassador to Vietnam Sandeep Arya in Hanoi. During the 

meeting, the Defense Minister underscored the need to enhance bilateral 

defense cooperation between India and Vietnam, especially between the 

armies for peace and stability in the region. 

After the Brahmos deal with Philippines last year, Indonesia expects to strike a 

deal with India to acquire supersonic cruise missiles worth at least USD 200 

million. Atul D. Rane, the BrahMos Aerospace CEO stated that “it was in 

advanced discussions with Jakarta on a deal worth US$200 million to USD 350 

million under which it had offered to supply shore-based missiles and a version 

that can be mounted on warships.” 

 

 

 

 

 

https://asean.org/secretary-general-of-asean-delivers-remarks-for-asean-india-friendship-year-2022/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ASEAN-SG-Dr.-Kao-Kim-Hourn-Remarks-at-Commemorative-Reception-of-ASEAN-India-Friendship-Year-2022-As-Delivered.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ASEAN-SG-Dr.-Kao-Kim-Hourn-Remarks-at-Commemorative-Reception-of-ASEAN-India-Friendship-Year-2022-As-Delivered.pdf
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2023/03/20230316-SILR#:~:text=Prime%20Minister%20Lee%20Hsien%20Loong,since%20the%20COVID%2D19%20pandemic.
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2023/03/20230316-SILR#:~:text=Prime%20Minister%20Lee%20Hsien%20Loong,since%20the%20COVID%2D19%20pandemic.
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/singapore-indonesia-tech-professionals-work-countries-agreements-mou-techx-programme-leaders-retreat-3351186
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/singapore-indonesia-tech-professionals-work-countries-agreements-mou-techx-programme-leaders-retreat-3351186
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnam-india-boost-defence-collaboration/250005.vnp
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3213688/south-china-sea-indonesia-seeks-us200-million-supersonic-cruise-missile-deal-india-amid-maritime
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Other Developments 

 

Singapore to push Myanmar peace plan with Indonesia, U.N., ASEAN  

Singapore pledges support for Indonesia’s new USD 34 billion capital 

Nusantara 

Thailand, EU agree to restart trade talks halted by 2014 coup 

Thai leader dissolves parliament to pave way for May election  

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Singapore-to-push-Myanmar-peace-plan-with-Indonesia-U.N.-ASEAN
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3213759/singapore-pledges-support-indonesias-new-us34-billion-capital-nusantara
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3213759/singapore-pledges-support-indonesias-new-us34-billion-capital-nusantara
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3213759/singapore-pledges-support-indonesias-new-us34-billion-capital-nusantara
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade/Thailand-EU-agree-to-restart-trade-talks-halted-by-2014-coup
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/03/20/asia-pacific/politics-diplomacy-asia-pacific/thailand-dissolve-parliament-election/


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. I, Issue 12  |     5 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | March 22, 2023 

West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 
 

Continuing the deepening of relations between India and the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC), the first round of India-GCC Senior Officers Meeting (SOM) was 

held in Riyadh on March 20. Both sides expressed happiness over trade and 

investment progress and agreed to the early finalisation of India-GCC free 

trade agreement (FTA). Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia and India gave final touches 

to their preparations for 2nd joint naval exercise ‘Al-Mohed-Al Hindi’ planned 

to be held in May 2023 off Al Jubail in Saudi Arabia.   

On March 19, India-UAE ‘investor meet’ was held in India’s Union Territory of 

Jammu and Kashmir. In line with Prime Minister Modi’s vision for foreign 

investment in Jammu and Kashmir, UAE’s Emaar Group plans to build a 

shopping mall and an IT tower in Srinagar. In another development, with a 

view to becoming a global civil aviation force by strengthening domestic 

carriers, India rejected UAE’s request for more air traffic rights. 

In the aftermath of the trilateral agreement between China, Saudi Arabia, and 

Iran, reports pointed toward Iran agreeing to halt covert weapons shipments to 

the Houthi rebels in Yemen, which could inject new momentum into efforts to 

end hostilities in war-torn Yemen. Meanwhile, deepening their defence 

cooperation, China, Russia, and Iran held joint naval drills in the Gulf of Oman 

between March 15-19. 

The United States, France, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar denounced Israeli 

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich’s comments denying the existence of the 

Palestinians. Washington described Smotrich’s comments as “irresponsible”, 

“dangerous”, and “offensive” adding that “Palestinians have a rich history and 

culture and the US values its partnership with the Palestinian people”. 

 

 

 

  

https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36380/First_IndiaGCC_Senior_Officers_Meeting_SOM
https://twitter.com/PBNS_India/status/1637853002047586307
https://twitter.com/PBNS_India/status/1637853002047586307
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/indian-navy-royal-saudi-navy-prepare-for-india-saudi-arabia-naval-exercise-al-mohed-al-hindi-2320230316160725/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/uaes-emaar-to-start-mega-mall-project-in-srinagar-jk-lg-sinha-lays-foundation-stone-10274971.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/india-rejects-uae-request-for-more-air-traffic-rights-10285261.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/iran-agrees-to-stop-arming-houthis-in-yemen-as-part-of-pact-with-saudi-arabia-6413dbc1
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-russia-iran-hold-joint-military-drills-in-gulf-of-oman-aba5f55e
https://www.timesofisrael.com/france-joins-condemnations-of-smotrichs-paris-speech-infuriating-irresponsible/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/france-joins-condemnations-of-smotrichs-paris-speech-infuriating-irresponsible/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/france-joins-condemnations-of-smotrichs-paris-speech-infuriating-irresponsible/
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Other Developments  

RBI, UAE central bank sign pact to enhance cooperation 

‘India strong enough to face West’s pressures’: Iran renews offer to sell oil 

Russia overtakes Saudi Arabia as China’s top oil supplier 

UAE calls for return of Syria back into the Arab family after UAE and Syrian 

Presidents discuss bilateral ties 

Head of US Central Command Stresses Importance of ‘Implementing’ Saudi-

Iran Deal 

US targets Iranian drone industry in the latest round of sanctions  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/rbi-uae-central-bank-sign-pact-to-enhance-cooperation/articleshow/98671340.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/not-a-concern-for-india-iranian-envoy-on-china-s-role-in-patch-up-with-saudi-101679056330990.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2023/3/20/russia-overtakes-saudi-arabia-as-chinas-top-oil-supplier
https://gulfnews.com/uae/government/uae-calls-for-return-of-syria-back-into-the-arab-family-after-uae-and-syrian-presidents-discuss-bilateral-ties-1.94576976
https://gulfnews.com/uae/government/uae-calls-for-return-of-syria-back-into-the-arab-family-after-uae-and-syrian-presidents-discuss-bilateral-ties-1.94576976
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/4217366/head-us-central-command-stresses-importance-%E2%80%98implementing%E2%80%99-saudi-iran-deal
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/4217366/head-us-central-command-stresses-importance-%E2%80%98implementing%E2%80%99-saudi-iran-deal
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/21/us-targets-iranian-drones-in-latest-round-of-sanctions
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

As part of President Xi Jinping’s efforts to entrench his brand of top-down rule, 

China’s Communist Party in a lengthy directive revealed its plan to strengthen 

its role in managing finance, social affairs and technological development. The 

directive said the shake-up is aimed at improving the party’s ability to govern 

and exercise “centralized and unified leadership.” 

Amidst international outcry over the Ukraine crisis, Chinese President Xi 

Jinping visited Moscow to meet Russian President Vladimir Putin on March 20. 

The joint statement stressed on their shared views on global issues and 

included severe criticism of the US and its allies. 

While addressing a rally on March 21, Northern Army Commander Lt. Gen. 

Upendra Dwivedi said that the status quo with China on the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) is being maintained, even as talks are on at many levels, and 

troops are at a high level of preparedness. 

Bishnu Pukar Shrestha, Ambassador of Nepal to China, during a symposium on 

China-Nepal friendship held by the Embassy of Nepal in Beijing on March 17 

said Nepal is inspired by China achieving all its economic targets last year, 

setting a 5 percent economic growth this year and continuing to increase 

employment. 

in an interview, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said that her 

government was “very much careful” about issues of development partnership 

with China, and Dhaka was not dependent on any particular country for 

overseas assistance, amid global concerns over mounting debt to Beijing by 

smaller countries. 

According to media reports, China is lobbying hard to obtain a contract for the 

upgradation of a railway network in Bangladesh despite concerns expressed by 

local railway authorities about higher cost estimates proposed by the Chinese 

company compared to similar other projects in the country. 

China’s new special envoy to Myanmar, Deng Xijun met leaders of seven 

powerful ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) based in northern and eastern 

Myanmar along the border with China in their third meeting since December. 

Following the meeting, the junta moved battalions based near the Myanmar-

https://www.wsj.com/articles/chinas-communist-party-overhaul-deepens-control-over-finance-technology-6acdd43c
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/putin-xi-joint-statement-a-future-oriented-strategic-partnership-that-can-change-the-world-order/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/putin-xi-joint-statement-a-future-oriented-strategic-partnership-that-can-change-the-world-order/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/china-border-status-quo-with-high-alert-commander/articleshow/98879856.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/china-border-status-quo-with-high-alert-commander/articleshow/98879856.cms
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202303/20/WS64180d65a31057c47ebb576d.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/bangladesh-careful-about-chinese-loans-prime-minister-hasina-8510774/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/china-lobbies-hard-to-bag-railway-contract-in-bangladesh-despite-local-authorities-cost-concerns/articleshow/98890649.cms
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-regime-reinforcements-sent-to-resistance-strongholds-after-china-talks.html
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China border to resistance strongholds in central and south-eastern Myanmar, 

where they have launched massive offensive operations. 

Other Developments 

Sri Lanka’s President calls on China and other creditors to compromise 

China Harbour begins work on 150ha artificial island in the Maldives  

https://www.ft.com/content/81b96459-a6e2-4bc3-bdf0-460a14324dbf
https://www.globalconstructionreview.com/china-harbour-begins-work-on-150ha-artificial-island-in-the-maldives/
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

Iran’s Ambassador to India, Iraj Elahi, announced that Iran would attend the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) as a full member during the next 

meeting. Ambassador Elahi confirmed that “Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 

will attend the SCO Summit in India where the process of Iran’s membership is 

expected to be completed.” 

Kazakhstan holds snap parliamentary elections on March 19 as the leader of the 

Central Asian country pushes for political reforms that critics say are designed 

to consolidate power one year after deadly protests. However, Kazakhstan’s full 

embrace of democratic values has turned out to be a disappointment rather 

than a grand fanfare with a low election turnout. Despite claims of “the 

awakening of civic activity”, polling stations were uncrowded, with only 26 

percent of eligible voters having cast their vote in the Kazakhstan’s largest city 

when the polling stations closed.   

Chinese President Xi Jinping invited the leaders of the ex-Soviet republics of 

Central Asia to a first summit in China. President Xi extended the offer to the 

“first China-Central Asia Summit” scheduled for May to Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan leaders. Turkmenistan, the top gas 

supplier to China, has not yet announced whether it has been invited to the 

Summit. In recent months, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Turkish President 

Recep Erdogan, Chief European Union diplomat Charles Michel and United 

States Secretary of State Antony Blinken have all made recent trips to Central 

Asia.  

Kazakh Minister of Information and Social Development, Darkhan Kydyrali, 

participated in Azerbaijan’s 10th edition of the Global Baku Forum. Among the 

several issues discussed, Minister Kydyrali highlighted Kazakhstan’s nuclear 

disarmament policy and its commitment to the principles of a nuclear 

weapon-free world by closing the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site. According to 

Minister Kydyrali, “global and regional challenges facing the world community 

including climate challenges, food and nuclear security, hybrid wars and 

infodemics highlight the importance of information security”.  

 

 

https://www.wionews.com/world/iran-to-become-full-member-of-sco-at-india-summit-ambassador-iraj-elahi-573159
https://www.manilatimes.net/2023/03/20/news/world/kazakhstan-holds-snap-elections/1883496
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-low-election-turnout-tempers-talk-of-political-reset
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/china-central-asia-summit-chinas-xi-invites-ex-soviet-republics-of-central-asia-for-summit-3881073
https://astanatimes.com/2023/03/kazakh-minister-addresses-security-issues-of-caspian-region-at-baku-forum/
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Other Developments 

Uzbekistan and Iran plan to create Uzbek-Iranian joint Chamber of Commerce 

4.4 Magnitude Earthquake jolts Tajikistan 

India-Kyrgyzstan hold the 10th annual joint ‘Exercise Khanjar 2023’  

Pakistan Team skips SCO event in Delhi after Indian objection to its inaccurate 

map  

Low Election Turnout Tempers Talk Of Political Reset 

https://en.trend.az/casia/uzbekistan/3725557.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/44magnitude-earthquake-jolts-tajikistan-101679209833844.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/photos/news/in-pics-india-kyrgyzstan-hold-10th-edition-of-joint-exercise-khanjar-101678893071881-1.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/pakistani-team-skips-sco-event-in-delhi-after-indian-objection-to-its-inaccurate-map-101679393419718.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/pakistani-team-skips-sco-event-in-delhi-after-indian-objection-to-its-inaccurate-map-101679393419718.html
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-low-election-turnout-tempers-talk-of-political-reset
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Japan’s COVID-19 Stimulus 
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