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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

Protests erupted across Pakistan following the arrest of former Prime Minister 

Imran Khan on May 9. The National Accountability Bureau took him into 

custody under corruption charges. Imran's recent critical remarks against 

military leadership could be an underlying reason behind the arrest. Pakistan 

Tehreek-i-Insaf workers stormed the premises of Army GHQ in Islamabad and 

the Lahore Corps Commander’s residence. This event may lead to political 

chaos in the country. Mobile and internet services are suspended across the 

country.  

Pakistan Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari visited India on May 4-5 to 

attend the SCO Council of Foreign Ministers. There was no bilateral 

engagement between Pakistan and India on the side-line of the summit.  

On May 6, the fifth China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Dialogue 

was held in Islamabad. In the meeting, Foreign Ministers adopted the ‘List of 

China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Trilateral Practical Cooperation Projects’ and 

further agreed to ‘extend the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor to 

Afghanistan’. On the side-line, the fourth round of the China-Pakistan 

Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue was held in which China expressed its 

intentions to deepen “cooperation with Pakistan in security capacity building 

and security system… (but expected) Pakistan to continuously take the strictest 

measures to ensure the security and safety of Chinese nationals, projects and 

institutions in Pakistan”. 

After a month-long assessment, the UN has decided to continue its operations 

in Afghanistan without its female staff. The US has criticized the UN’s position 

and demanded a ‘decisive’ response to the Taliban regime.  

Bangladesh and Russia on May 5 signed a protocol for the procurement of 

nuclear fuel for the Rooppur nuclear power plant. South Korea has agreed to 

provide USD 3 billion in concessional loans to Bangladesh over the next five 

years. The loan is being given under the Economic Development Cooperation 

Fund (EDCF) for 2023-2027. 

 

 

https://www.dawn.com/live/pakistan
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/pakistan-foreign-minister-bilawal-bhutto-describes-india-visit-success-2375582-2023-05-06
https://mofa.gov.pk/joint-statement-of-the-5th-china-afghanistan-pakistan-foreign-ministers-dialogue/
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/gjhdq_665435/2675_665437/2757_663518/2759_663522/202305/t20230507_11072008.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/un-will-stay-afghanistan-funding-drying-chief-says-3459386
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/us-slams-uns-decision-to-operate-without-female-staff-in-afghanistan20230507231652/
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/rooppur-plant-dhaka-moscow-sign-nuclear-fuel-deal-3312271
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/3b-korea-easy-terms-over-next-5-years-3311231
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Other Developments 

Nepal’s Rastriya Swatantra Party, on May 5, decided to withdraw support to the 

government led by Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal. 

Bangladesh’s foreign exchange reserves fell below USD 30 billion for the first 

time in seven years a concerning sign for the country’s economy. 

The 21st  meeting of the Bangladesh-India Joint Steering Committee on 

Cooperation in the Power Sector was held at Khulna, Bangladesh on May 4. 

India has decided to extend the $1 billion credit line for Sri Lanka. 

  

https://thehimalayantimes.com/nepal/rsp-withdraws-support-to-dahals-govt
https://thehimalayantimes.com/nepal/rsp-withdraws-support-to-dahals-govt
https://www.laprensalatina.com/bangladeshs-forex-reserves-hit-seven-year-low-of-29-8-billion/
https://www.laprensalatina.com/bangladeshs-forex-reserves-hit-seven-year-low-of-29-8-billion/
https://newsonair.com/2023/05/05/india-bangladesh-review-energy-cooperation-power-interconnection-project/
https://newsonair.com/2023/05/05/india-bangladesh-review-energy-cooperation-power-interconnection-project/
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/world/story/sri-lanka-economic-crisis-indias-usd-1-billion-credit-line-extended-by-a-year-380599-2023-05-09
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The Inaugural ASEAN India Maritime Exercise (AIME-2023) concluded on 

May 8 in the South China Sea. It was divided into two phases- the harbour 

phase from May 2- 4 and the sea phase from May 7- 8, 2023. The exercise 

witnessed the participation of INS Delhi, India's first indigenously built guided 

missile destroyer and INS Satpura, an indigenously built guided missile stealth 

frigate from the Indian Navy. Vietnam, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Singapore, and Brunei participated alongside India in the sea phase 

of the exercise. 

Leading up to the 42nd ASEAN Summit, the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 

was held in Labuan Bajo, Indonesia on May 9. The meeting discussed the 

recent developments in the region with a special focus on Myanmar. 

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi remarked “We cannot imagine 

what would happen if the region does not have ASEAN. Nevertheless, we 

cannot stop here. We should treat our achievements as valuable assets to build 

a stronger and more relevant ASEAN”. The 42nd ASEAN Summit 2023 

officially commenced on May 8 with the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting 

(SOM). 

During his transit through Singapore, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio met 

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong on May 5. The two leaders 

discussed areas of mutual interest like the economy, digitalisation, energy, 

and sustainability to deepen cooperation. PM Kishida stated, “we want to 

strengthen security and defence cooperation”, during the meeting. Japan’s 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs reported progress in negotiations on a deal that 

would allow the transfer of defence equipment and technology between 

Singapore and Japan. 

On May 3, the Pentagon released a factsheet on ‘U.S.-Philippines Bilateral 

Défense Guidelines’, post Philippines President Marcos meeting with US 

President Biden. The document covers five key objectives of the bilateral 

partnership- modernise defence capabilities, deepen interoperability, 

enhance bilateral planning and information sharing, combat transnational 

and non-conventional threats and contribute to global and regional peace 

and security. The goal is to strengthen US-Philippine “combined deterrence 

in an evolving security environment”. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1921224
https://asean.org/secretary-general-of-asean-attends-asean-foreign-ministers-meeting/
https://en.antaranews.com/news/280974/indonesia-seeks-to-strengthen-aseans-foundation-at-42nd-summit
https://kemlu.go.id/portal/en/read/4680/berita/42nd-asean-summit-begins-with-senior-officials-meeting%252523:~:text=%25252525E2%2525252580%252525258BWest%2525252520Manggarai%252525252C%25252525208%2525252520May,East%2525252520Nusa%2525252520Tenggara%2525252520(NTT).
https://kemlu.go.id/portal/en/read/4680/berita/42nd-asean-summit-begins-with-senior-officials-meeting%252523:~:text=%25252525E2%2525252580%252525258BWest%2525252520Manggarai%252525252C%25252525208%2525252520May,East%2525252520Nusa%2525252520Tenggara%2525252520(NTT).
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2023/05/20230505kishidavisit
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/05/06/national/politics-diplomacy/fumio-kishida-lee-hsien-loong-singapore/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3383607/fact-sheet-us-philippines-bilateral-defense-guidelines/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3383607/fact-sheet-us-philippines-bilateral-defense-guidelines/


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. I, Issue 19  |     4 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | May 10, 2023 

Recent Developments 

Indonesia has organised over 60 engagements on the Myanmar crisis: 

Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi 

US firm plans to build small nuclear power plants in the Philippines 

Joint Philippines-US patrols in South China Sea may begin by third quarter: 

Envoy 

Indonesia’s Jokowi urges dialogue for Myanmar crisis ahead of Asean 

Summit 

 

  

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-has-organised-over-60-engagements-related-to-myanmar-foreign-minister-retno
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-has-organised-over-60-engagements-related-to-myanmar-foreign-minister-retno
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/us-firm-plans-to-build-small-nuclear-power-plants-in-the-philippines
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/joint-philippines-us-patrols-in-south-china-sea-may-begin-by-third-quarter-envoy
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/joint-philippines-us-patrols-in-south-china-sea-may-begin-by-third-quarter-envoy
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-s-jokowi-urges-dialogue-for-myanmar-crisis-ahead-of-asean-summit
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-s-jokowi-urges-dialogue-for-myanmar-crisis-ahead-of-asean-summit
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 
 

India's National Security Advisor, Ajit Doval, met Saudi Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister, Mohammed bin Salman, US NSA Jake Sullivan, and UAE's NSA 

Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan on May 8. Their discussions focused on 

how to strengthen ties between their countries, including a US plan to build a 

railway network linking Gulf countries to India via shipping lanes. 

On May 9, India’s External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar met his Israeli 

counterpart Eli Cohen in New Delhi. Both leaders noted a forward momentum 

in the strategic partnership, particularly in three key areas: agriculture, water, 

defence, and security.  

In April 2023, India's crude oil imports from OPEC fell to an all-time low of 46 

percent due to a significant increase in its purchase of Russian crude oil. 

In a major regional development, after a decade-long suspension, Syria has 

been readmitted to the Arab League. Emphasising the necessity of building 

bridges to ensure regional prosperity and stability, UAE and Saudi Arabia 

welcomed Syria’s readmission as “a positive step”. Qatar, on the other hand, 

supported Syria’s return but refused to normalise relations with Damascus. The 

US also opposed Syria’s return to the Arab League. 

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi hailed “Syrian resistance against the Axis of 

Evil led by the Zionist regime (Israel) and the US” and described his state visit to 

Damascus as Tehran’s “strategic victory” in regional affairs. 

On May 9, in response to a barrage of rocket attacks, Israel launched ‘Operation 

Shield and Arrow’ and conducted air strikes in Gaza killing three senior 

operatives of the militant group Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ). As PIJ and 

Hamas warned of retaliation, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

stressed that Tel Aviv was “ready for any possibility”.  

  

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/doval-in-saudi-to-discuss-us-rail-link-plan-for-west-asia-8596962/
https://www.axios.com/2023/05/06/saudi-arabia-india-railway-middle-east-biden
https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1655872489447387137
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/indias-imports-from-opec-at-all-time-low-as-russian-oil-buy-peaks/articleshow/100048546.cms?from=mdr
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/5/8/how-has-the-world-reacted-to-syria-rejoining-the-arab-league
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/5/3/irans-raisi-in-syria-visit-hailed-as-strategic-victory
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/09/israel-bombs-gaza-strip-killing-three-islamic-jihad-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/09/israel-bombs-gaza-strip-killing-three-islamic-jihad-leaders
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-742508
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Other Developments 

India-UAE trade: DPIIT Secretary in talks with ADIA, Mubadala for investments 

Arab trains to carry Indian goods to Israeli port, says Foreign Minister Eli Cohen 

Biden advisers brief Israel's Netanyahu on Saudi talks 

Iran successfully tests home-made rocket with thermobaric warhead 

Kuwait to join SCO as 'dialogue partner'  

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/indiauae-trade-dpiit-secretary-in-talks-with-adia-mubadala-for-investments-11683557951124.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/arab-trains-to-carry-indian-goods-to-israeli-port-says-foreign-minister-eli-cohen/article66829904.ece
https://www.axios.com/2023/05/08/saudi-arabia-israel-normalization-netanyahu-sullivan-biden
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230508-iran-successfully-tests-home-made-rocket-with-thermobaric-warhead/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230506-kuwait-to-join-shanghai-regional-bloc-as-dialogue-partner/
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang met the US ambassador in Beijing Nicholas 

Burns on May 8. “The top priority is to stabilize Sino-U.S. relations, avoid a 

downward spiral and prevent any accidents between China and the United 

States,” Qin said. Amb. Burns stressed that they “discussed challenges in the 

U.S.-China relationship and the necessity of stabilizing ties and expanding 

high-level communication. 

During a joint press conference with German Foreign Minister Annalena 

Baerbock in Berlin on May 9, China’s foreign minister Qin Gang condemned 

EU proposals to impose sanctions on Chinese companies for supporting 

Russia’s war in Ukraine, vowing to react “strictly and firmly” to defend its 

businesses. EU’s new sanctions list includes seven Chinese companies accused 

of supplying Russia with equipment that can be used in weapons. Among them 

are two companies from mainland China (3HC Semiconductors and King-Pai 

Technology) and two from Hong Kong (Sinno Electronics and Sigma 

Technology). The European Commission says these companies are helping 

Russia circumvent Western sanctions and continue its war against Ukraine. 

China expelled a Canadian diplomat in Shanghai on May 9, a day after Canada 

announced it would expel a Chinese diplomat over allegations that he was 

involved in efforts to intimidate a Canadian politician. In a statement China’s 

Foreign Ministry said, it strongly condemned the expulsion of Toronto-based 

diplomat Zhao Wei, and as “reciprocal countermeasure,” would declare 

Jennifer Lynn Lalonde, a consul of the Consulate General of Canada in 

Shanghai, persona non grata. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said, Canada will 

not be intimidated by China following tit-for-tat diplomatic expulsions by 

Ottawa and Beijing. 

China attended as an observer the first meeting of Sri Lanka's creditor nations 

on May 8. Japan, which initiated the launch together with India and France, 

invited all bilateral creditors including China. 

Bangladesh commemorated Doppa Day on May 5 and held protests and 

demonstrated against the persecution of Uyghur Muslims by the Chinese 

government. Protestors condemned China for torturing the Uyghur Muslims. 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/05/08/china-us-qin-burns-relations/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/05/08/china-us-qin-burns-relations/
https://www-ft-com.ezp.lib.cam.ac.uk/content/7b482ea6-49ff-4212-8475-87e74a16f8c5
https://www-ft-com.ezp.lib.cam.ac.uk/content/7b482ea6-49ff-4212-8475-87e74a16f8c5
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/business/eus-plans-to-slap-sanctions-on-chinese-firms-aiding-russias-war-machine-financial-times/articleshow/100070584.cms?from=mdr%25252523:~:text=According%2525252520to%2525252520the%2525252520FT%252525252C%2525252520the,Industry%2525252520and%2525252520Alpha%2525252520Trading%2525252520Investments.
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/05/08/americas/canada-expels-chinese-diplomat-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/05/08/americas/canada-expels-chinese-diplomat-intl/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/canada-will-not-be-intimidated-by-china-says-pm-trudeau-2023-05-09/
https://theprint.in/world/china-attends-as-observer-first-meeting-of-sri-lankas-creditor-nations/1564020/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/bangladesh-commemorates-doppa-day-protests-against-persecution-of-uyghur-muslims-by-china20230505225528/
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Other Developments 

China’s NEW ‘Look South Policy’ Isolates India In Its Own Backyard As PLA 

Looks To Dominate ‘World’s Largest’ Bay 

As China builds military ties across Southeast Asia, one factor stands in the way  

https://eurasiantimes.com/chinas-new-look-south-policy-isolates-india-in-its-own/
https://eurasiantimes.com/chinas-new-look-south-policy-isolates-india-in-its-own/
https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3219160/china-builds-military-ties-across-southeast-asia-one-factor-stands-way
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On May 5, the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) member countries convened in Goa. At the 

meeting, the foreign ministers delved into regional and global issues, and 

reviewed preparations for the impending SCO Council of Heads Summit 

scheduled for July 4-5. Kazakh Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Murat Nurtleu strongly emphasised that “the SCO should find ways to 

adapt to the rapidly evolving global situation by working together in a 

coordinated manner”.  

In addition, the meeting attendees reached an agreement to enhance the 

organisation's performance. They reviewed the proposed New Delhi 

Declaration, which is to be approved by the Heads of State. 

The recent gathering at Red Square on May 9 to mark the end of World War II 

in Europe in 1945 was attended by leaders from Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 

Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Belarus. Despite only the leader of 

Tajikistan being present in 2021, it is clear that Russia still holds significant 

influence in the Central Asian region as all five former Soviet Union countries 

were represented in 2023. Ukrainian analysts suspect that there may have been 

coercion or promises made to ensure the participation of the Central Asian 

countries. 

On the sidelines of the Victory Day Parade 2023, Russian President Vladimir 

Putin held a bilateral meeting with Kyrgyzstan’s President Sadyr Japarov and 

Uzbekistan’s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev on May 8 separately. After the 

meeting with President Japarov, the two leaders adopted a joint statement on 

“deepening relations of strategic partnership and alliance”. 

In an emphasis of loyalty to Russia, President Sadyr Japarov signed orders to 

help facilitate the legal stay of citizens of Kyrgyzstan in Russia. Therefore, the 

General Consulates of Kyrgyzstan will open in St. Petersburg and Kazan in 

Russia.  

On May 8, the Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying 

announced that the Presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan will conduct state affairs with China from May 16-20. It was also 

https://mfa.tj/en/newdelhi/view/12611/participation-in-the-meeting-of-the-council-of-ministers-of-foreign-affairs-of-the-sco
https://mfa.tj/en/newdelhi/view/12611/participation-in-the-meeting-of-the-council-of-ministers-of-foreign-affairs-of-the-sco
https://astanatimes.com/2023/05/kazakh-fm-says-sco-needs-to-find-ways-to-adapt/
https://theprint.in/diplomacy/jaishankar-calls-on-sco-foreign-ministers-to-support-new-delhi-declaration-4-joint-statements/1557208/
https://theprint.in/diplomacy/jaishankar-calls-on-sco-foreign-ministers-to-support-new-delhi-declaration-4-joint-statements/1557208/
https://www.rferl.org/a/kyrgyz-president-russia-visit-japarov-putin-victory-day/32400550.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-europe-65528705
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-europe-65528705
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/71102
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/71103
https://akipress.com/news:707491:General_Consulates_of_Kyrgyzstan_to_open_in_St__Petersburg_and_Kazan/
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676500/xgxw_676506/202305/t20230508_11072046.shtml
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676500/xgxw_676506/202305/t20230508_11072046.shtml
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revealed that Chinese President Xi Jinping will chair the two-day China-

Central Asia Summit on May 18 -19.  

Other Developments 

Tajikistan and Morocco hold Political Consultations 

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan Ink Strategic Documents at Bilateral 

Intergovernmental Commission 

Tajiki Prime Minister and Qatari Minister of State for Foreign Affairs held 

Political Consultations 

President of Turkmenistan Pays Working Visit to the UK 

 

 

https://akipress.com/news:707403:Xi_Jinping_to_chair_China-Central_Asia_Summit/
https://akipress.com/news:707412:Tajikistan_and_Morocco_hold_political_consultations/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/05/kazakhstan-uzbekistan-ink-strategic-documents-at-bilateral-intergovernmental-commission/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/05/kazakhstan-uzbekistan-ink-strategic-documents-at-bilateral-intergovernmental-commission/
https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/06/05/2023/al-muraikhi-meets-tajik-prime-minister-takes-part-in-political-consultations
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