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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

According to a UNSC Taliban Sanctions Committee report published on June 

5, the link between the Taliban and al-Qaeda remains “strong and symbiotic” 

and they are “rebuilding operational capability”, threatening the stability and 

security of the region. The report also highlighted differences within the 

Taliban ranks over economic and ideological issues. The Taliban has termed 

the report as “baseless and biased”.  

Pakistan Finance Minister Ishaq Dar presented the annual Budget on June 9. 

The government hopes to achieve a 28 percent higher revenue target for the 

next fiscal year based on projected GDP growth of 3.5 percent and average 

inflation of 21 percent. The defence budget increased 13 percent than last year.  

Meanwhile, Pakistan paid off a USD 1 billion Chinese commercial loan on June 

12 bringing its gross official currency reserves below USD 3 billion. 

On June 7, China, Pakistan, and Iran held the first trilateral consultation on 

counter-terrorism and security at the director-general level in Beijing. The 

issues related to regional counter-terrorism situations and joint efforts to crack 

down on cross-border terrorists were discussed during the meeting. 

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dr. AK Abdul Momen visited India on June 12 to 

attend “The G20 Development Ministers' Meeting (G20 DMM) where he 

emphasised the importance of multilateralism and called for support from 

developed countries on means of implementation, financing, and capacity-

building. On the sideline, he held talks with his Indian counterpart Dr S 

Jaishankar.  

Other Developments 

An explosion inside a mosque in northern Afghanistan on June 8 killed at least 

11 people. 

Indian External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar said that the focus right now 

in Afghanistan is more on helping Afghan people, less political. 

BIMSTEC Business Advisory Council Proposed, Bangladesh hold next Chair 

  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/strong-and-symbiotic-links-between-taliban-and-al-qaeda-un-report-101686557807890.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/11/taliban-slam-un-report-calling-afghan-government-exclusionary
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/11/taliban-slam-un-report-calling-afghan-government-exclusionary
https://www.dawn.com/news/1758927/budget-2023-24-populist-measures-in-trying-times
https://www.dawn.com/news/1758958/budget-2023-24-govt-unveils-rs223bn-new-revenue-measures
https://www.dawn.com/news/1758922/budget-2023-24-defence-budget-goes-up-13pc-to-rs18tr
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjbxw/202306/t20230614_11096165.html
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/06/12/momen-tells-g20-meeting-uphold-multilateralizm-for-greater-global-interest
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/momen-jaishankar-hold-talks-sidelines-g20-3344531
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/blast-tears-through-mosque-funeral-deputy-governor-northern-afghanistan-2023-06-08/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/blast-tears-through-mosque-funeral-deputy-governor-northern-afghanistan-2023-06-08/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/indias-focus-right-now-in-afghanistan-is-more-on-helping-afghan-people-less-political-jaishankar20230608141514/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/indias-focus-right-now-in-afghanistan-is-more-on-helping-afghan-people-less-political-jaishankar20230608141514/
https://www.outlookindia.com/business/bimstec-business-advisory-council-proposed-bangladesh-to-hold-next-chair-news-294426
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The External Affairs Minister of India, Dr. S. Jaishankar met Dr. Mohamad 

Maliki Bin Osman, Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office of Singapore, on the 

sidelines of the G20 Development Ministers’ Meeting on June 12. Dr. 

Jaishankar applauded Singapore’s ratification of the International Solar 

Alliance, calling it a “big step”. The two leaders discussed shared G20 priorities.  

The 2nd ASEAN-UK Senior Officials’ Meeting (AUKSOM) was convened in 

Brunei Darussalam on June 8. The senior officials reviewed cooperation 

between the two sides and reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen ASEAN-

UK Dialogue Partnership. The meeting discussed ways to deepen the ASEAN-

UK cooperation in areas such as maritime cooperation; transnational crime; 

cyber security; trade and investment; micro, small and medium Enterprises 

(MSMEs); etc.  

Indonesian President Jokowi Widodo culminated his two-day official visit to 

Malaysia on June 8. During his visit, the two sides signed six bilateral 

instruments relating to border crossings, trade, cooperation in investment 

promotions, mutual recognition of halal certification for domestic products, as 

well as two treaties relating to the delimitation of territorial seas. The sides 

pledged to work closely to address the “highly detrimental discriminatory 

measures” on palm oil products due to the European Union Deforestation 

Regulation (EUDR) ratification.  

The Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen attended the ground-breaking 

ceremony of the China-funded highway to Vietnam border on June 7. The 

expressway links Cambodia's capital to the Vietnamese border town of Bavet. It 

is projected to take 48 months to construct at a cost of $1.35 billion, with 

financial assistance from China. The Chinese state-owned China Road and 

Bridge Corp will gain operating rights of the expressway for 50 years upon its 

completion. The expressway is one of the many Chinese funded infrastructure 

projects propping up in Cambodia. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1668257809371127810/photo/1
https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1668257809371127810/photo/1
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/big-step-jaishankar-hails-singapores-ratification-of-international-solar-alliance/100951722
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/big-step-jaishankar-hails-singapores-ratification-of-international-solar-alliance/100951722
https://asean.org/asean-uk-reaffirm-commitment-to-enhance-dialogue-partnership/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/malaysia-indonesia-joko-widodo-anwar-ibrahim-migrant-worker-rights-3547701
https://www.kln.gov.my/web/guest/-/joint-statement-by-the-honourable-prime-minister-of-malaysia-and-his-excellency-president-of-the-republic-of-indonesia-8-june-2023
https://www.kln.gov.my/web/guest/-/joint-statement-by-the-honourable-prime-minister-of-malaysia-and-his-excellency-president-of-the-republic-of-indonesia-8-june-2023
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Cambodia-breaks-ground-on-China-funded-highway-to-Vietnam-border
https://apnews.com/article/china-cambodia-expressway-construction-16ac9e6f97695e8f23c2a1e4e8c0ae89
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Other Developments 

UAE builds ‘corridor of opportunity’ with Asean trade deals as it tries to lure 

China investments 

Thailand’s PM front runner Pita faces another setback as poll body begins 

investigation 

  

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3223827/uae-builds-corridor-opportunity-asean-trade-deals-it-tries-lure-china-investments
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3223827/uae-builds-corridor-opportunity-asean-trade-deals-it-tries-lure-china-investments
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3223789/thailands-pm-front-runner-pita-faces-another-setback-poll-body-begins-investigation
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3223789/thailands-pm-front-runner-pita-faces-another-setback-poll-body-begins-investigation
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

On June 8, the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, held a telephone 

conversation with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince and Prime Minister, 

Mohammed bin Salman. The two leaders reviewed several bilateral issues 

focussing on defence, connectivity, and energy. The Saudi Crown Prince 

conveyed Riyadh’s full support to India’s ongoing G20 Presidency. 

The first Joint Committee Meeting of the India-UAE Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was held in New Delhi on June 12. 

The CEPA has added new momentum to India-UAE bilateral trade and 

investment relations. Both countries plan to settle their trade in local currencies 

and to double non-petroleum trade to USD 100 billion by 2030. Meanwhile, the 

first India-UAE-France Maritime Partnership Exercise was held in the Gulf of 

Oman between June 7-8. 

The 10th edition of the ‘Arab-China Business Conference’ was held in Saudi 

Arabia. On June 12, Arab and Chinese officials issued the "Riyadh Declaration" 

as part of their efforts to strengthen economic and investment partnership. 

Saudi Arabia’s Energy Minister, Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, reiterated that 

Riyadh seeks “stronger cooperation not competition with China”. 

Amid uncertainty about the future of the Iran nuclear deal, US and Iranian 

officials held indirect talks in Oman in May 2023. The US confirmed that it was 

in contact with Iran, however, denied that discussions on an interim 

agreement were taking place. In light of this, Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 

Netanyahu, warned that Israel will defend itself and won’t be bound by any new 

nuclear agreement with Iran.  

  

https://twitter.com/PMOIndia/status/1667059103762649088
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1930896
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1931759
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1931759
https://www.deccanherald.com/business/economy-business/india-uae-may-soon-start-trade-payments-in-rupees-and-dirhams-1227229.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india-france-uae-conclude-maiden-maritime-partnership-exercise-in-gulf-of-oman-11686318252386.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2023/06/13/Arab-China-Business-Conference-concludes-with-launch-of-Riyadh-Declaration
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/06/12/saudi-arabia-seeking-collaboration-not-competition-with-china-energy-minister.html
https://www.axios.com/2023/06/09/iran-us-indirect-talks-oman-nuclear-advances
https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-confirms-talks-with-iran-but-denies-interim-nuclear-deal-on-table/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-confirms-talks-with-iran-but-denies-interim-nuclear-deal-on-table/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-israel-wont-be-bound-by-any-new-nuclear-deal-with-iran/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-israel-wont-be-bound-by-any-new-nuclear-deal-with-iran/
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Other Developments  

UAE’s President Sheikh Mohamed and Turkish President Erdogan hail progress 

in UAE-Turkey relations 

China-Palestine Ties: President Mahmoud Abbas arrives in Beijing for four-day 

state visit 

Iran's Supreme Leader Khamenei says 'nothing wrong’ with a nuclear deal with 

the West 

US says Iran is helping Russia build drone manufacturing facility 

US to rejoin UNESCO five years after quitting over Palestinian statehood  

https://www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/sheikh-mohamed-erdogan-hail-progress-in-uae-turkey-relations
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/sheikh-mohamed-erdogan-hail-progress-in-uae-turkey-relations
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2023-06-13/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDcyODc0/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2023-06-13/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDcyODc0/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-khamenei-says-nothing-wrong-with-nuclear-deal-with-west-2023-06-11/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-khamenei-says-nothing-wrong-with-nuclear-deal-with-west-2023-06-11/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/9/us-says-iran-is-helping-russia-build-drone-manufacturing-facility
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-746019
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

During a phone call on June 14, China's foreign minister Qin Gang told the US 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken that the US should stop interfering in the 

country’s affairs. Qin said the US should respect China's core concerns, such as 

over the Taiwan issue. He noted that China-US ties “have encountered new 

difficulties and challenges” since the beginning of the year, and it is the 

responsibility of the two sides to work together to properly manage differences, 

promote exchanges and cooperation and stabilise relations. 

Days after a US official confirmed that China has been operating an intelligence 

unit in Cuba for years and upgraded it in 2019, United States Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken said the Cuba operation was one of “a number of sensitive 

efforts by Beijing around the world to expand their overseas logistics basing 

collection infrastructure” to “project and sustain military power at a greater 

distance”. 

The largest number of foreigners working in Bangladesh are from China, 

followed by India. Of the 20,988 people currently working in Bangladesh from 

foreign countries on work permits, 6075 are Chinese. They are working in 

development projects, NGOs, Industries, and other organizations in 

Bangladesh, said Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal. 

China has once again sought Nepal’s support for its newly announced Global 

Security Initiative (GSI) and Global Civilization Initiative (GCI). During a 

meeting with National Assembly chair Ganesh Prasad Timlsina on June 13, 

Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Chinese National People's 

Congress Zhao Leji said his country thanks Nepal for its active response to and 

support for the GDI and welcomes Nepal's support for and participation in the 

GSI and the GCI to jointly promote peace, stability and prosperity in the region 

and the world at large. Chinese leaders have repeatedly asked Nepal to support 

the GSI, but Nepali leaders, officials and diplomats have turned down the 

proposal as Nepal’s foreign policy bars it from joining any security or military 

alliances. Nepal perceives the GSI as a military alliance. 

  

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/world/china-foreign-minister-tells-antony-blinken-us-should-respect-chinas-core-concerns-10794411.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/world/china-foreign-minister-tells-antony-blinken-us-should-respect-chinas-core-concerns-10794411.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/12/blinken-hails-us-progress-on-china-spying-after-cuba-revelations
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/12/blinken-hails-us-progress-on-china-spying-after-cuba-revelations
https://newsonair.com/2023/06/14/bangladesh-home-minister-informs-largest-number-of-foreigners-working-in-country-belongs-to-china/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/06/14/china-seeks-nepal-s-support-for-gsi-and-gci
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/06/14/china-seeks-nepal-s-support-for-gsi-and-gci
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Other Developments 

Chinese national, who secured fake passport with Sri Lanka minister's help, 

protests deportation 

Analysis: Germany to face EU ire over Huawei supplies ahead of China talks 

 

 

  

https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/chinese-national-who-secured-fake-passport-with-sri-lanka-ministers-help-protests-deportation20230609212756/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/chinese-national-who-secured-fake-passport-with-sri-lanka-ministers-help-protests-deportation20230609212756/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/germany-face-eu-ire-over-huawei-supplies-ahead-china-talks-2023-06-13/
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

Kazakhstan organised the Astana International Forum from June 8-9. The 

forum was attended by leaders from Qatar, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and 

international organisations like the International Monetary Fund (IMF), United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), and 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). The forum 

emphasised the importance of promoting diplomacy, multilateralism, and 

dialogue in a world that is becoming increasingly divided. 

During the plenary session on June 8, the President of Kazakhstan, Kassym-

Jomart Tokayev, called for amplifying the voices of the middle power nations 

in the United Nations and, more specifically, within the Security Council. He 

argued that the foundations of the United Nations are being eroded, which has 

thrust the world order into geopolitical uncertainty. He emphasised that the 

global system must work for all, and “bring peace and prosperity to the many 

and not to the few”.  

On June 9, the Director-General of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), Dr. 

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, spoke about the challenges facing the global trading 

system and proposed solutions during the second day of the Astana 

International Forum (AIF). Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala stressed that one of the 

biggest challenges is the geopolitical tensions leading to decoupling, 

deglobalisation and the risk of fragmentation of the global trading system. 

While she hinted at ‘protectionism’, she also stressed that countries must not 

completely retreat from trade, but in fact, must maintain the stability and 

openness of the global trading system. She warned that one must be “cautious 

because if the world trading system fragments, that could be very costly for the 

entire global economy”.  

On June 8-9, 2023, the Consultative Council of the Heads of Consular Services 

of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs (KSRKS) of the CIS member states held their 

30th anniversary meeting. The parties discussed matters of cooperation under 

the Conventions and explored the potential for implementing electronic 

document management. 

  

https://m.economictimes.com/news/international/world-news/astana-international-forum-kazakhstans-latest-initiative-to-brainstorm-key-global-challenges/articleshow/99727445.cms?_oref=cook
https://astanatimes.com/2023/06/president-tokayev-calls-for-global-cooperation-at-opening-ceremony-of-astana-international-forum/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/06/wto-director-general-outlines-challenges-facing-global-trading-system-and-identifies-solutions-at-astana-international-forum/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/06/wto-director-general-outlines-challenges-facing-global-trading-system-and-identifies-solutions-at-astana-international-forum/
https://mfa.gov.kg/en/Main-menu/Press-service/novosti/-6482c1da32503
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Other Developments 

ILO To Review Turkmenistan Following Forced Labour Concerns In Cotton 

Supply Chain  

Kyrgyzstan Has Spent 83.4 Billion Soms For Defence And Army Reinforcement 

In 2021-2022 

Intergovernmental Turkmen-Georgian Commission for Economic 

Cooperation Holds Meeting In Tbilisi.  

Astana International Forum Plenary Session Emphasised the Need for 

Multilateral Cooperation 

 

 

 

https://www.just-style.com/news/ilo-to-review-turkmenistan-following-forced-labour-concerns-in-cotton-supply-chain/
https://www.just-style.com/news/ilo-to-review-turkmenistan-following-forced-labour-concerns-in-cotton-supply-chain/
https://akipress.com/news:714392:Kyrgyzstan_has_spent_83_4_billion_soms_for_defense_and_army_reinforcement_in_2021-2022/
https://akipress.com/news:714392:Kyrgyzstan_has_spent_83_4_billion_soms_for_defense_and_army_reinforcement_in_2021-2022/
https://akipress.com/news:713373:Intergovernmental_Turkmen-Georgian_Commission_for_Economic_Cooperation_holds_meeting_in_Tbilisi/
https://akipress.com/news:713373:Intergovernmental_Turkmen-Georgian_Commission_for_Economic_Cooperation_holds_meeting_in_Tbilisi/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/06/astana-international-forum-plenary-session-emphasizes-need-for-multilateral-cooperation/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/06/astana-international-forum-plenary-session-emphasizes-need-for-multilateral-cooperation/
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