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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

The Bangladesh government deployed paramilitary troops nationwide in view 

of a three-day nationwide transport blockade called by the main opposition 

BNP, which began on October 31. Multiple deaths have been reported during 

clashes between police and BNP supporters across the country. The blockade 

aims to pressure the Awami League Government to stepdown ahead of a 

neutral administration-led election in January 2024. Bangladesh’s Foreign 

Minister A.K. Abdul Momen held a meeting with foreign diplomats and officials 

from the UN and other international agencies on October 30, during which he 

conveyed that “BNP has a long history of violence and vandalism, and they are 

doing it again”. The BNP sent a letter to embassies and high commissions in 

Dhaka, blaming the government and the police for the incidents of violence. 

The deadline set by the Pakistani government for illegal refugees to leave the 

country expired on October 31. Nearly 100,000 illegal Afghan immigrants have 

voluntarily gone back to their country from the Torkham and Chaman border 

crossings over the past month. Caretaker Interior Minister Sarfraz Bugti warned 

of strict action if any Pakistanis were found providing shelter to undocumented 

immigrants, including Afghans. The UN OHCHR called on the Pakistani 

government to “suspend forcible returns of Afghan nationals before it is too late 

to avoid a human rights catastrophe”.  

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nepal NP Saud held a bilateral meeting with the 

US Secretary of State Antony J Blinken in Washington, on October 30.  During 

the meeting, Foreign Minister Saud highlighted the development priorities of 

Nepal in the context of the country’s graduation from the least developed 

country group and called for enhanced support from the United States in the 

areas of trade and investment, market access, food security, and IT sector, 

among others. He requested the United States for reauthorization and 

expansion of the Nepal Trade Preference Program (NTPP) and GSP privilege by 

adding new exportable items of interest for Nepal. 

  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/bangladesh-protest-violence-deploys-paramilitary-troops-101698710085419.html
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnps-countrywide-blockade-3-deaths-arson-mark-first-day-3458206
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/bnp-again-out-unleash-violence-momen-tells-foreign-diplomats-3457036
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/329576/bnp-writes-to-foreign-missions-blaming-govt
https://www.dawn.com/news/1785164/exodus-underway-as-time-almost-up-for-illegal-aliens
https://www.dawn.com/news/1784360/un-urges-pakistan-to-halt-afghan-deportations
https://www.dawn.com/news/1784360/un-urges-pakistan-to-halt-afghan-deportations
https://myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/news/147418/
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Other Developments 

Sri Lanka is set to enter its 12th round of negotiations on the proposed 

Economic and Technology Cooperation Agreement (ETCA) with India. 

Myanmar seeking to repatriate Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh 

The UN Special Rapporteur for Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, said the 

recognition of women’s rights by the interim government officials in 

Afghanistan would help towards greater legitimacy for the interim 

government. 

Pakistan violates ceasefire along international border in Jammu and Kashmir 

 

  

https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Sri-Lanka-to-resume-ETCA-talks-with-India/108-269990
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Sri-Lanka-to-resume-ETCA-talks-with-India/108-269990
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/31/myanmar-176
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-185756
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-185756
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-185756
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-185756
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/pakistan-ceasefire-violation-in-jammu-and-kashmirs-arnia-india-army-2454190-2023-10-26
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim 

concluded a two-day leaders’ retreat on October 31. They concluded 

agreements in various fields, including SME development, intellectual property 

rights and tackling cross-border crime. PM Anwar stated that “the commitment 

is unprecedented in terms of enhancing the level of working relations between 

Malaysia and Singapore”. They further agreed to jointly develop the Johor-

Singapore Special Economic Zone (JS-EEZ) to enhance the “cross-border flow 

of goods and people and strengthen the business ecosystem”. 

China’s Minister of Public Security, Mr. Wang Xiaohong, arrived in Naypyidaw, 

Myanmar on October 30. This comes after three ethnic rebel groups launched 

coordinated attacks in north-eastern Myanmar, seeking to take control of 

towns. Since the attacks, thousands have reportedly been displaced, with some 

crossing into China. Mr Wang Xiaohong met the junta’s home minister 

Lieutenant-General Yar Pyae and discussed “peace and tranquillity in border 

areas of the two countries” and cooperation on law enforcement and security. 

Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim has stated that the US tried to pressure Malaysia 

over its stance on the Palestine-Israel conflict. Since the start of the conflict, 

Malaysia has refused to condemn Hamas’ actions and condemn Israel’s 

unlawful occupation of Palestine. He informed the media that “Malaysia 

received a demarche from the US Embassy twice, on Oct 13 and Oct 30, where 

Malaysia was asked to use diplomatic channels to urge a country to not take 

advantage of the conflict by using a proxy to get involved in the Gaza conflict”. 

He added the Malaysian envoy to the US was called in by the American 

authorities to question him about Malaysia’s stance on the conflict. 

Other Developments 

Thai foreign minister travels to Qatar, Egypt for Hamas hostage talks 

Philippines drops China railway deals, seeks other funders 

  

https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/PM-Lee-Hsien-Loong-at-the-10th-SMLR-Joint-Press-Conference-with-PM-Dato-Seri-Anwar-Ibrahim#:~:text=It%20is%20the%2010th%20Leaders,positively%20to%20benefit%20our%20people.
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-security-minister-in-myanmar-following-border-clashes
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/us-tried-to-pressure-malaysia-on-palestine-israel-conflict-says-pm-anwar
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thai-foreign-minister-travels-to-qatar-egypt-for-hamas-hostage-talks
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-drops-china-railway-deals-seeks-other-funders
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-drops-china-railway-deals-seeks-other-funders
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East Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

 

The United States and South Korea commenced joint air drills on October 30. 

The annual drill ‘Vigilant Defence’ will involve 130 warplanes from both 

countries to simulate 24-hour wartime operations. The drills aim at enhancing 

interoperability between the two militaries by performing air-to-surface live 

fire drills, defensive counter air operations and other emergency training. 

South Korea’s military stated that the drills will help the country maintain 

combat readiness “to respond to and strongly punish any provocation by the 

enemy through an intense training simulating an actual situation”. 

The 10th Beijing Xiangshan Forum, China’s biggest annual show of military 

diplomacy, kicked off on October 30 without its defence minister, who typically 

hosts this event. During the speeches of the Chinese and Russian military 

officials, the United States was criticised and referred to as an “agent of global 

instability”. Russian Defence Minister General of the Army, Sergei Shoigu, said 

the US “has focused their military and political resources on the task of 

preserving its elusive global dominance by any means necessary”. Similarly, 

Zhang Youxia, Vice Chairman of China’s Central Military Commission, in his 

keynote address, referring to the United States, said, “Some countries 

deliberately create turbulence and interference in other countries’ internal 

affairs”.  

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 

Kishida were honoured with the special International Profile in Courage Award 

from the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation for improving relations between 

the two countries despite historical issues and domestic opposition on October 

29. In a pre-recorded acceptance speech, Yoon said, “I know that this award is 

a reminder of my solemn duty – a profound sense of responsibility placed upon 

the Republic of Korea, the United States and Japan to promote freedom and 

prosperity around the world by standing together in solidarity”.  

  

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/us-south-korean-warplanes-kick-off-joint-air-drills
http://eng.chinamil.com.cn/CHINA_209163/TopStories_209189/16263097.html
https://eng.mil.ru/en/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12483384@egNews
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/30/xiangshan-forum-china-russia/
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20231030000557
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Other Developments 

US Raises North Korea’s ‘Destabilising’ Acts in Talks with China  

North Korea exports weapons to Hamas, says senior official with Joint Chiefs 

of Staff in Seoul. 

US Needs 'Strategic Clarity' On North Korea Deterrence: RAND Report 

Japan sanctions individuals, company over links to Hamas 

 

  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-10-30/us-raises-north-korea-s-destabilizing-acts-in-talks-with-china?embedded-checkout=true
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/30/exp-north-korea-hamas-weapons-paula-hancocks-102908pseg1-cnni-world.cnn
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/30/exp-north-korea-hamas-weapons-paula-hancocks-102908pseg1-cnni-world.cnn
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20231030000660
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20231030000660
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/31/japan-sanctions-individuals-company-over-links-to-hamas
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

A Qatari court has imposed the death penalty on eight former Indian Navy 

personnel who were detained in Qatar in 2022, without publicly specifying the 

reason for their detention. On October 30, India's External Affairs Minister, Dr. 

S. Jaishankar, spoke with the families of the Indians detained in Qatar. He 

assured them that the government considers this case a matter of the highest 

priority and has assigned officials to take all necessary steps to secure their 

release. 

Meanwhile, on October 27, India abstained from voting on a resolution of the 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) calling for an "immediate, durable, 

and sustained humanitarian truce" between Israel and Hamas militants in 

Gaza. UNGA adopted the non-binding resolution with 120 votes in favour, 14 

against, and 45 abstentions. 

On October 28, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, announced that 

Israel would expand its ground offensive into Gaza to destroy Hamas. Saudi 

Arabia, on its part, denounced any ground operation carried out by Israel as it 

would pose a threat to civilians in Gaza.   

Secretary Blinken is scheduled to visit Israel on November 3. A revitalized 

Palestinian Authority (PA) should retake control of Gaza if Israel is successful in 

toppling Hamas, Blinken said during his testimony before the Senate 

Appropriations Committee on October 31. The Palestinian Authority was 

expelled from Gaza in 2007 as a result of clashes between Hamas and the PA. 

Other Developments 

Why did India refuse to back UNGA resolution on Israel-Gaza crisis? 

Explained 

‘India, UAE can broaden economic ties’ 

   

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/govt-attaches-highest-importance-to-case-jaishankar-tells-families-of-8-ex-navy-officers-sentenced-to-death-in-qatar/articleshow/104812730.cms?from=mdr
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1142847?reload15
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1142847?reload15
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pm-never-again-is-now-its-our-2nd-independence-war-humanitys-war-against-evil/
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/serious-repercussions-saudis-warning-amid-israels-gaza-strikes-4523642
https://www.timesofisrael.com/blinken-to-visit-israel-on-friday-says-revitalized-pa-should-govern-gaza-after-war/
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/why-did-india-refuse-to-back-unga-resolution-on-israel-gaza-crisis-explained-11698463579763.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/why-did-india-refuse-to-back-unga-resolution-on-israel-gaza-crisis-explained-11698463579763.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-and-uae-aim-to-diversify-trade-and-boost-local-currency-transactions-in-new-era-of-economic-cooperation-11697985622264.html
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

The latest Chinese foreign policy document, emphasising the importance of 

improving relations with neighbouring countries, only mentioned India as a 

footnote. India was listed along with 27 other countries that have established 

partnerships and cooperation with China. This underscores the low priority 

China accords in improving bilateral relations. 

Chinese Survey and Research Vessel Shi Yan 6 docked at Sri Lanka’s Colombo 

port on October 25, despite India’s objections. The vessel is slated to conduct a 

maritime survey in the Sri Lankan Exclusive Economic Zone with Sri Lanka’s 

National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA). In 

August, a PLA warship, Hai Yang 24 Hao, had also docked at Colombo port for 

what was described as a formal port call. 

The first-ever visit to China by Bhutanese Foreign Minister Thandi Dorji in 

October 2023 paved the way for the 25th round of boundary talks leading to the 

signing of  a Cooperation Agreement on the “Responsibilities and Functions of 

the Joint Technical Team (JTT) on the Delimitation and Demarcation of the 

Bhutan-China Boundary.” This advances their 3-Step Roadmap initiated in 

2021 for border resolution, building on the positive momentum since their last 

talks in 2016. The 3-Step Roadmap involves first agreeing to the border “on the 

table,” then visiting the sites on the ground; and then formally demarcating the 

boundary. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Washington on a three-day trip from 

October 26-28. During his visit, Wang Yi called on US President Biden and met 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken and National Security Adviser, Jake Sullivan. 

The statement released by the White House, highlighted that President Biden 

told Wang Yi that the US and China “need to manage competition in the 

relationship responsibly and maintain open lines of communication” and 

“work together to address global challenges.” A summary of Mr. Sullivan’s 

meeting said that the two officials held “candid, constructive and substantive 

discussions” on issues such as the Israel-Hamas conflict, Ukraine, and Taiwan. 

Other Developments 

Li Keqiang: Ex-Chinese premier sidelined by Xi dies at 68 

  

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjdt_665385/2649_665393/202310/t20231024_11167100.html#:~:text=China's%20Neighborhood%20Diplomacy%20in%20the%20New%20Era&text=China%20is%20committed%20to%20good,common%20ground%20while%20shelving%20differences.
https://www.wionews.com/world/shin-yan-6-sri-lanka-allows-48-hour-research-window-to-chinese-vessel-amid-spy-concerns-652733
https://www.wionews.com/world/shin-yan-6-sri-lanka-allows-48-hour-research-window-to-chinese-vessel-amid-spy-concerns-652733
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/bhutan-china-hold-border-talks-sign-cooperation-agreement-4510734
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/bhutan-china-hold-border-talks-sign-cooperation-agreement-4510734
https://www.wionews.com/world/biden-meets-chinas-top-diplomat-paving-way-for-potential-meeting-with-xi-652142
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-67235777
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On October 26, Kyrgyzstan hosted the 22nd meeting of the Heads of 

Government (Prime Ministers) Council of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO). The Indian delegation was led by the Minister of External 

Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar. The leaders discussed various issues, including trade, 

economic, cultural and humanitarian cooperation within the SCO. Their joint 

communique underlined the necessity for a new initiative to promote 

cooperation in establishing a new type of international relations that upholds 

the values of mutual respect, justice, equality, and mutually beneficial 

cooperation.  

President of Turkmenistan, Serdar Berdimuhamedov and the President of 

Türkiye, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, held summit talks in Ankara at the Aksaray 

Palace on October 26. Following an official welcoming ceremony, the two 

leaders engaged in one-on-one negotiations at the highest level. President 

Erdogan expressed his belief that the visit of the Turkmenistan head to Turkey 

was a significant event in the history of the two countries' dialogue, which has 

long been based on good traditions. The leaders also highlighted that by 

collaborating closely on the global stage, Turkmenistan and Turkey share 

“similar or largely similar positions” on current regional and global issues. 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy and Finance of Uzbekistan, 

Jamshid Kuchkarov, called for peace and stability in Afghanistan, saying it is 

essential for the region, and he pledged that his country will cooperate in the 

transit, trade and agriculture sectors of Afghanistan. Deputy Prime Minister 

Kuchkarov arrived in Afghanistan on October 29 and met with several officials 

of the Islamic Emirate, including the Deputy Prime Minister for Economic 

Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar and the acting Minister of Industry and 

Commerce.  

Minister Mullah Baradar said, “the visits of the senior delegation shows that the 

contacts between the two sides are strengthening. We hope we have good 

improvements in this meeting, particularly in the field of trade and transit. The 

Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry urged the officials of the two 

countries to boost facilities for the traders on the two sides. Another minister 

within the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry stated, “there was 

no security before in Afghanistan. There was only poppy cultivation… 

Afghanistan is now a good field for investment”.  

http://eng.sectsco.org/economy/20231026/963401/The-22nd-meeting-of-the-Heads-of-Government-Prime-Ministers-Council-of-the-Shanghai-Cooperation.html
http://eng.sectsco.org/economy/20231026/963401/The-22nd-meeting-of-the-Heads-of-Government-Prime-Ministers-Council-of-the-Shanghai-Cooperation.html
http://eng.sectsco.org/economy/20231026/963401/The-22nd-meeting-of-the-Heads-of-Government-Prime-Ministers-Council-of-the-Shanghai-Cooperation.html
http://eng.sectsco.org/economy/20231026/963083/Joint-communique-following-the-22nd-meeting-of-the-Heads-of-Government-Prime-Ministers-Council-of.html
http://eng.sectsco.org/economy/20231026/963083/Joint-communique-following-the-22nd-meeting-of-the-Heads-of-Government-Prime-Ministers-Council-of.html
https://mfa.gov.tm/en/news/4144
https://asiaplustj.info/en/news/world/20231031/uzbekistan-delegation-visits-kabul-to-discuss-ways-to-expand-economic-cooperation
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-185784
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Other Developments 

Registered Human Trafficking Cases Double In Tajikistan 

Türkiye wants Turkmenistan to become full member in Organisation of Turkic 

States (OTS) 

Presidents of Turkmenistan and Türkiye exchanged Turkmen Alabai and 

Turkish Kangal puppies 

Airport Assault: Turkmen Students Returning From Russia Immediately 

Forced Into The Army 

 

 

https://asiaplustj.info/en/news/tajikistan/security/20231027/registered-human-trafficking-cases-double-in-tajikistan
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkiye-wants-turkmenistan-to-become-full-member-in-ots-erdogan
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkiye-wants-turkmenistan-to-become-full-member-in-ots-erdogan
https://akipress.com/news:740067:Presidents_of_Turkmenistan_and_Turkiye_exchanged_Turkmen_Alabai_and_Turkish_Kangal_puppies/
https://akipress.com/news:740067:Presidents_of_Turkmenistan_and_Turkiye_exchanged_Turkmen_Alabai_and_Turkish_Kangal_puppies/
https://www.rferl.org/a/turkmenistan-students-forced-army-russia-recruitment/32658631.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/turkmenistan-students-forced-army-russia-recruitment/32658631.html
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