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Southeast Asia: President Marcos Jr. of the Philippines along with Philippines Defence Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr., Philippine 

Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa and Japanese Defence Minister 

Minoru Kihara at the signing of the Philippines-Japan Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) on July 8, 2024. (Source: 

Presidential Communications Office/Official Website) 

West Asia: Masoud Pezeshkian was elected the President of Iran on July 5, 2024. (Source: Islamic Republic News Agency ) 

East Asia: India’s External Affairs Minister Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar meeting Wang Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of 

the CPC Central Committee and Foreign Minister of China in Astana, on July 4, 2024. (Source: X/@DrSJaishankar) 

Central Asia: The Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) attended the 24th meeting of the Council of 

Heads, in Astana, on July 4, 2024. (Source: Shanghai Cooperation Organization) 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

 

The political situation in Nepal became unstable after CPN (UML) Chairman KP 

Sharma Oli announced withdrawal of support to the CPN (MC) leader Prime 

Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ led government. On July 3, all the 

eight ministers representing the CPN-UML in the coalition government 

resigned en masse. Following the change in coalition in the centre, the CPN-

UML also pulled out from provincial governments in Lumbini and 

Sudurpaschim provinces on July 4. Another coalition partner, Janata 

Samajbadi Party (JSP), led by Ashok Kumar Rai, withdrew its support to the 

government on July 5.  Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal will seek a vote of 

confidence in the House of Representatives on July 12.  

According to a UN report published on July 9, the Taliban government’s 

morality police will play an increasing role in enforcing religious law in 

Afghanistan, creating a “climate of fear”. The UN Mission in Afghanistan 

condemns the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice 

(MPVPV) for human rights violations, noting 1,033 arbitrary punishments. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban have slashed the salaries of women government 

workers who have been forced to stay at home since they seized power. 

The Pakistan government on July 8 formally authorised the Inter-Services 

Intelligence (ISI), to intercept and trace calls for national security. The Ministry 

of Information Technology and Telecommunication issued a notification 

under the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organisation) Act, 1996 to this 

effect. Opposition leader in the Pakistan National Assembly calls move 

‘draconian’ and ‘unconstitutional’. He said the SRO would become a tool in the 

hands of intelligence agencies, which could be used to blackmail and subjugate 

all politicians and media persons. 

Other Developments 

Afghanistan extends railway reconstruction contract with Uzbekistan 

Afghanistan’s lithium reserves could boost India’s EV ambitions: Analysis 

Bangladesh writes to Nepal to proceed with power trade agreement 

Bangladesh eyes Vizag port as transit hub for its trade with Sri Lanka  

https://kathmandupost.com/national/2024/07/03/uml-withdraws-support-to-dahal-government
https://ddnews.gov.in/en/in-nepal-cpn-uml-ministers-resign-en-masse/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2024/07/04/uml-withdraws-support-to-provincial-governments-with-coalition-shift
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/nepal-ally-withdraws-support-prachanda-floor-test-9435565/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1844961/taliban-pledge-growing-role-for-morality-police
https://www.khaama.com/un-condemns-talibans-morality-ministry-as-human-rights-abuser/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1844764/taliban-slash-women-govt-workers-pay
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/pakistan/pakistan-grants-intel-agency-isi-permission-to-monitor-all-phone-calls-messages-in-country/articleshow/111609751.cms
https://www.dawn.com/news/1844908/govt-defends-eavesdropping-permit-for-isi
https://daryo.uz/en/2024/07/08/afghanistan-extends-railway-reconstruction-contract-with-uzbekistan
https://amu.tv/108101/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2024/07/09/bangladesh-corresponds-with-nea-to-proceed-with-power-trade-agreement
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/bangladesh-eyes-vizag-port-as-transit-hub-for-its-trade-with-sri-lanka/article68385754.ece
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The Philippines and Japan signed a Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) at the 

presidential palace in Manila on July 8, 2024, as part of the Second Philippines-

Japan 2+2 Ministerial Meeting.  Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr 

witnessed the signing by Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa and 

Philippines Defence Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.  The Japanese Defence 

Minister Minoru Kihara and Philippine Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo were 

also present. The landmark defence agreement allows both countries to deploy 

soldiers and conduct joint military exercises in each other’s territories. 

On July 6, the Philippines Coast Guard (PCG) reported that China’s largest coast 

guard vessel anchored in Manila’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in the South 

China Sea. The 165m “monster ship” of the Chinese Coast Guard entered 

Manila’s 200-nautical mile EEZ on July 2. The ship also deployed a small boat, 

which was anchored 730m away from the PCG’s vessel. The Philippine Coast 

Guard spokesman, Jay Tarriela, stated, “it’s an intimidation on the part of the 

China Coast Guard”. This was followed by China’s Ministry of Natural 

Resources on July 8, accusing the warship grounded by the Philippines in the 

Second Thomas Shoal of “seriously damaging the diversity, stability and 

sustainability of the reef ecosystem”. The Philippines refuted China’s claims 

and, in turn, blamed China for damaging the marine environment. 

The Myanmar junta’s second-in-command, Vice-Senior General Soe Win, 

made an official visit to China on July 6. During his visit, he attended the Green 

Development Forum hosted by the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. This 

made him the highest-ranking military leader to visit China in an official 

capacity since the 2021 coup. This comes a week after Thein Sein, President of 

Myanmar, visited China and met with President Xi Jinping of China.  

Other Developments  

Top Myanmar general in China for official visit 

France, Britain and others allowed to intervene in Myanmar ICJ genocide case 

Philippine president orders de-escalation in South China Sea, military chief 

says  

https://www.mofa.go.jp/s_sa/sea2/ph/pageite_000001_00432.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/china-anchors-monster-ship-in-south-china-sea-philippine-coast-guard-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/china-anchors-monster-ship-in-south-china-sea-philippine-coast-guard-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/philippines-rejects-chinas-accusation-of-environmental-damage-in-south-china-sea
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmar-china-watch/myanmar-junta-no-2-in-china-for-official-visit-junta.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmar-china-watch/myanmar-junta-no-2-in-china-for-official-visit-junta.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/myanmar-china-junta-thein-sein-soe-win-cna-explains-4467241
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/top-myanmar-general-in-china-for-official-visit
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/france-britain-and-others-allowed-to-intervene-in-myanmar-icj-genocide-case
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-president-orders-de-escalation-in-south-china-sea-military-chief-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-president-orders-de-escalation-in-south-china-sea-military-chief-says
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East Asia  

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 

 
 

 

On July 4, on the sidelines of the 24th summit of the Council of Heads of State 

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in Astana, Member of the 

Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 

held a meeting with Indian External Affairs Minister Dr Subrahmanyam 

Jaishankar. The two ministers were meeting for the third time in the past 12 

months. The Ministry of External Affairs of India stated that the two Ministers 

had an in-depth exchange of views on finding an early resolution of remaining 

issues along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) to stabilise and rebuild bilateral 

relations. The statement also revealed that Dr Jaishankar stressed the need to 

redouble efforts to achieve complete disengagement from the remaining areas 

in Eastern Ladakh and restore border peace and tranquillity to remove obstacles 

to the return of normalcy between the two countries.  

During South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol’s visit to the US Indo-Pacific 

Command in Hawaii vowed to bolster South Korea’s combined defence 

readiness with the United States to deter North Korea’s growing threats. 

President Yoon’s visit marks the first such visit to the command by a South 

Korean president in 29 years and the first since it was renamed to the Indo-

Pacific Command in 2018. President Yoon stated, “North Korea’s evolving 

nuclear and missile capabilities and continued provocations are threatening 

security on the Korean Peninsula and in the region. A steadfast combined 

defence readiness is more critical than ever”. According to the presidential 

office, Seoul and Washington’s integrated extended deterrence would be the 

“most realistic” way to address Pyongyang’s nuclear missile threat.  

Other Developments 

North Korea Dispatches Military Training Delegation To Russia 

Japan And Philippines Ink Key Military Pact In Defense Ties Upgrade 

Tokyo By-Elections Setback A Blow To The LDP, But Maybe Not To Kishida 

Taiwan says Chinese aircraft carrier carrying out drills in Western Pacific 

  

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202407/t20240705_11448615.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/eam-jaishankar-holds-talks-with-chinese-counterpart-wang-yi/article68365720.ece
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37922/External_Affairs_Ministers_meeting_with_Member_of_the_Communist_Party_of_China_CPC_Political_Bureau_and_Foreign_Minister_HE_Mr_Wang_Yi_on_the_sideline
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/07/120_378345.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/07/120_378345.html
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20240710050539
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/North-Korea-dispatches-military-training-delegation-to-Russia
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/07/08/japan/politics/japan-philippines-raa-two-plus-two/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/07/08/japan/politics/tokyo-assembly-by-elections/
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/taiwan-says-chinese-aircraft-carrier-carrying-out-drills-in-western-pacific-3099548
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

On July 6, Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated Masoud Pezeshkian 

on being elected as the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  PM Modi 

reaffirmed India's commitment to further strengthen its warm and long-

standing bilateral relations with Iran in the interests of both countries and the 

region. While President-elect Masoud Pezeshkian is considered a non-

conservative (reformist) leader, the US is unlikely to change its negotiating 

position concerning the Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA). The White House National 

Security Council Spokesperson John Kirby stated that the US will not change 

its position on Iran as long as Tehran continues supplying drone technology to 

Russia that kills Ukrainians and supports terrorist groups such as Hamas, 

Hezbollah, and the Houthis. 

Israel-Hezbollah tensions in South Lebanon showed no signs of abating. 

Hezbollah fired more than 200 missiles against Israeli military bases in the 

northern Galilee region after a senior Hezbollah commander was killed in 

Lebanon. Meanwhile, in a telephone conversation with Israel's Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, Keir Starmer, Britain's newly elected Prime Minister, 

called on Israel and Lebanon to exercise "caution", noting that the situation 

along Israel's northern border was very concerning. According to reports, the 

British government is likely to drop its bid to delay the International Criminal 

Court's (ICC) arrest warrants against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and other officials for alleged war crimes in Gaza.   

As part of the ongoing negotiations for a ceasefire in Gaza, intelligence chiefs 

from the US, Israel, and Egypt are scheduled to meet on July 10 in Doha, Qatar.   

Other Developments  

Erdogan to invite Assad for talks to restore Turkey-Syria ties 

Will Iran’s foreign policy change under a new president? 

IDF jets hit Hezbollah sites in southern Lebanon after rocket fire on north 

 

 

  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2031212
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/neither-fair-nor-free-us-reacts-to-irans-presidential-poll-outcomes/articleshow/111542050.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/neither-fair-nor-free-us-reacts-to-irans-presidential-poll-outcomes/articleshow/111542050.cms
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202407084339
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202407084339
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/04/middleeast/hezbollah-lebanon-rockets-israel-commander-intl/index.html?iid=cnn_buildContentRecirc_end_recirc
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2024/07/07/uk-s-starmer-urges-caution-on-israel-lebanon-border-in-call-with-netanyahu
https://www.theguardian.com/law/article/2024/jul/08/labour-expected-to-drop-challenge-to-icc-over-netanyahu-arrest-warrant
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/egypts-sisi-cias-burns-discusss-gaza-ceasefire-efforts-2024-07-09/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-809242
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/7/1/will-irans-foreign-policy-change-under-a-new-president
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-jets-hit-hezbollah-sites-in-southern-lebanon-after-rocket-fire-on-north/
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The 24th Summit of the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) adopted the Astana Declaration and approved 25 strategic 

documents covering energy, security, trade, finance, and information security 

on July 4. The declaration stressed the group’s commitment to building a more 

‘representative, democratic, equitable, and multipolar world order’. It 

highlighted that cooperation within the organisation could form the basis for 

an equal and indivisible security architecture in Eurasia. During the Summit, 

key resolutions included cooperation programs to combat terrorism, 

separatism, and extremism for 2025-2027, the Anti-Drug Strategy for the next 

five years, and its corresponding Action Program. The People’s Republic of 

China assumed the SCO chairmanship for the next term.  

A “SCO+” meeting was also held with the theme of “Strengthening Multilateral 

Dialogue And Seeking Sustainable Peace And Development” which was 

attended by the UN Secretary-General, leaders of SCO member states, observer 

states like Mongolia, and chair country guests like Azerbaijan, Qatar, UAE, 

Turkey and Turkmenistan. In his address, the Chairman of the People’s Council 

of Turkmenistan,  Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, said the country would like 

to discuss with the SCO the possibilities of supporting their initiative on the 

formation of a ‘Global Security Strategy’, which was put forward by the 

President of Turkmenistan at the plenary session of the 78th session of the UN 

General Assembly. Moreover, he also said “We propose that interested SCO 

states consider the parameters of their participation in energy and 

communication projects on the territory of Afghanistan. This includes the 

implementation of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas 

pipeline, power transmission lines, and fiber-optic communication along the 

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan route”. ccording to him, this will ensure 

the swift and effective integration of Afghanistan into both regional and 

continental processes and contribute to the country’s economic and social 

recovery, thereby stabilising the political situation in Afghanistan. 

On July 5, China and Tajikistan elevated their ties to a comprehensive strategic 

cooperative partnership during President Xi Jinping’s rare visit to Tajikistan. In 

an act to show the Chinese people’s friendly feelings towards Tajik President 

Emomali Rahmon, President Xi also awarded President Rahmon the 

“Friendship Medal”, China’s highest state honour for foreigners. During the 

meeting between the two leaders, President Xi also promised to defend the 

https://chn.sectsco.org/20240704/1421621.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/shanghai-cooperation-organization-adopts-declaration-at-astana-summit/3266444
https://www.newscentralasia.net/2024/07/05/the-national-leader-of-the-turkmen-people-attended-the-sco-summit-in-astana/
https://en.inform.kz/news/turkmenistan-proposes-construction-of-gas-pipeline-through-afghanistan-df2fa0/
https://english.news.cn/20240706/7c5390051d5b4cd0b39ffe4174146a0d/c.html


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. II, Issue 28  |     6 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | July 10, 2024 

“territorial integrity” of Tajikistan. Without mentioning any foreign player by 

name, Xi pledged to “firmly oppose any external interference in Tajikistan’s 

internal affairs under any pretext”.  

Other Developments 

Central Asian railway to offer new link between China, Europe 

Central Asian States, Azerbaijan Start Military Maneuvers In Kazakhstan 

In Tajikistan, a Looming Succession Risks Fueling Instability and 

Radicalization 

Armenia To Hold Military Drills With US Amid Worsening Relations With 

Russia 

  

https://www.rferl.org/a/tajikistan-china-rahmon-xi-sco/33023632.html
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/china-pledges-support-for-tajikistan-territorial-integrity-6043006
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Transportation/Central-Asian-railway-to-offer-new-link-between-China-Europe
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Transportation/Central-Asian-railway-to-offer-new-link-between-China-Europe
https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan--kyrgyzstan-azerbaijan-tajikistan-uzbekistan-military-maneuvers/33026403.html
https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/tajikistan-looming-succession-risks-fueling-instability-and-radicalization
https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/tajikistan-looming-succession-risks-fueling-instability-and-radicalization
https://kyivindependent.com/armenia-us-to-hold-joint-military-exercises/
https://kyivindependent.com/armenia-us-to-hold-joint-military-exercises/
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

Sri Lanka has decided to lift its ban on foreign research ships docking at its ports 

starting in 2025. The ban, imposed in January 2024 due to security concerns 

raised by India and the United States over frequent docking requests from 

Chinese surveillance vessels, will remain in effect until January 2025. Foreign 

Minister Ali Sabry conveyed the decision to NHK World Japan, stating that Sri 

Lanka cannot have different rules for different countries and only block China.  

He also added, “Sri Lanka will then no longer ban foreign research ships from 

its ports next year after the moratorium ends in January”.  

The Indian Navy's P-8I maritime patrol aircraft has joined the 2024 Rim of the 

Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise in Hawaii, which is the world's largest multinational 

naval exercise. RIMPAC 2024 involves 26 nations, 38 ships, 4 submarines, and 

over 25,000 personnel, making it the largest iteration of the biennial exercise to 

date. 

Other Developments  

UK warship HMS Diamond returned back to Portsmouth after 6-month 

deployment in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.  

Second round negotiations begin between India, France for 26 Rafale Marine 

aircraft.  

Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra reviewed the India-UK 'Roadmap 2030 during 

his two-day visit to London. 

30th edition of bilateral exercise CARAT 2024 between US-Indonesia was 

conducted in the Indian Ocean Region 

  

file://///users/jayarao/Downloads/Sri%20Lanka%20has%20decided%20to%20lift%20its%20ban%20on%20foreign%20research%20ships%20docking%20at%20its%20ports%20starting%20in%202025.%20The%20ban,%20which%20was%20imposed%20in%20January%202024%20due%20to%20security%20concerns%20raised%20by%20India%20and%20the%20United%20States%20over%20frequent%20docking%20requests%20from%20Chinese%20surveillance%20vessels,%20will%20remain%20in%20effect%20until%20January%202025.%20Foreign%20Minister%20Ali%20Sabry%20conveyed%20the%20decision%20to%20NHK%20World%20Japan,%20stating%20that%20Sri%20Lanka%20cannot%20have%20different%20rules%20for%20different%20countries%20and%20only%20block%20China.%20He%20emphasized%20that%20Sri%20Lanka%20will%20not%20take%20sides%20in%20disputes%20between%20others
https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/sri-lanka-to-not-ban-any-foreign-research-ships-from-its-ports-from-2025-124070700177_1.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indian-navys-p-8i-aircraft-joins-rimpac-2024-in-hawaii-worlds-largest-multinational-naval-exercise/articleshow/111576686.cms?from=mdr
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hms-diamond-heads-back-to-the-red-sea-and-gulf-of-aden-to-protect-global-shipping
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hms-diamond-heads-back-to-the-red-sea-and-gulf-of-aden-to-protect-global-shipping
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/rafale-marine-aircraft-deal-india-presses-france-better-price-2564098-2024-07-09
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/rafale-marine-aircraft-deal-india-presses-france-better-price-2564098-2024-07-09
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-uk-review-implementation-of-10-year-roadmap/articleshow/110233357.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-uk-review-implementation-of-10-year-roadmap/articleshow/110233357.cms
https://www.cpf.navy.mil/Photo-Gallery/igphoto/2003469565/
https://www.cpf.navy.mil/Photo-Gallery/igphoto/2003469565/
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