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South Asia- India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri co-chaired the 3rd India Bhutan Development Cooperation Talks for the 
13th Five Year Plan (FYP) of Bhutan, with Foreign Secretary Pema Choden on July 20, 2024. Source: 
X/@Indiainbhutan 

East Asia- On the sidelines of the Japan-China Strategic Dialogue, the Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic 

of China met Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, on July 23. Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

People’s Republic of China 

West Asia-Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with leaders of Palestinian factions Fatah and Hamas in Beijing on July 23, 

2024. Source: The Times of Israel  

Indian Ocean Region- INS Teg along with maritime surveillance aircraft P-8I rendered SAR assistance for capsized oil Tanker 

MV Prestige Falcon. Source: Indian Navy Official Twitter Handle 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

 

In his maiden visit abroad, India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri visited 

Bhutan from July 19-20. During the visit, he met with the King of Bhutan Jigme 

Wangchuck and Prime Minster Tshering Tobgay. Foreign Secretary Misri co-

chaired the 3rd India Bhutan Development Cooperation Talks for the 13th Five 

Year Plan (FYP) of Bhutan, with his counterpart Foreign Secretary Pema 

Choden. They discussed all aspects of bilateral cooperation including the 

development partnership, energy, trade and investment, connectivity and 

trade infrastructure, technology, people-to-people ties, as well as other 

regional issues of mutual importance.  

The Bhutanese side presented the Project Tied Assistance (PTA) proposals as 

well as the first tranche of the PTA projects to be implemented during the 13th 

Five-Year Plan period including 61 projects amounting to Nu. 49.58 billion (INR 

4,958 Crores). Meanwhile, King Jigme Wangchuck and Prime Minister 

Tshering Tobgay were on a visit to Gujarat, India from July 22-24.  

In India’s annual budget for 2024-25 presented on July 23, Bhutan was 

allocated Rs 2,068 crore while the outlay for the Maldives saw a sharp decline 

to Rs 400 crore from last year's Rs 770 crore. Nepal was allocated the second-

largest outlay of Rs 700 crore. An amount of Rs 245 crore has been set aside for 

Sri Lanka as against last year's Rs 60 crore. 

Following the week of deadly protests across the country against reservations 

for government jobs which killed almost 150 people, Bangladesh partially 

restored telecommunication services on July 24. From July 21 the country has 

mostly been calm when the Supreme Court scaled down reservations for 

various categories to 7%. More than 2500 were arrested following the violence 

across the country. Army Chief General Waker-Uz-Zaman said soldiers will 

patrol the streets until the return of normalcy in the country. 

Other Developments 

Russia may open more consulates in Afghanistan, ambassador says 

Pakistan consulate in Germany attacked 

Govt has ‘made up its mind’ on PTI ban: Tarar 

Nepal PM K.P. Sharma Oli wins vote of confidence in Parliament   

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37984/Joint_press_release_Official_Visit_of_Foreign_Secretary_to_Bhutan_July_1920_2024
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37984/Joint_press_release_Official_Visit_of_Foreign_Secretary_to_Bhutan_July_1920_2024
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gujarat/bhutan-delegation-on-three-day-visit-to-gujarat/article68433796.ece
https://www.indiatoday.in/amp/world/story/union-budget-2024-allocation-bhutan-maldives-nepal-afghanistan-neighbourhood-first-2570876-2024-07-23
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/bangladesh-partially-restores-telecommunication-services-protests-taper-off-2024-07-24/
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/arrests-exceed-over-2500-amid-unrest-over-employment-quotas-in-bangladesh-6169050
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/352551/army-chief-soldiers-will-be-on-streets-until
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/352551/army-chief-soldiers-will-be-on-streets-until
https://www.ariananews.af/russia-may-open-more-consulates-in-afghanistan-ambassador-says/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2481735/pakistan-consulate-in-germany-attacked
https://www.dawn.com/news/1847652/govt-has-made-up-its-mind-on-pti-ban-tarar
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepal-pm-kp-sharma-oli-wins-vote-of-confidence-in-parliament/article68429400.ece
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The Philippines and China have “reached an understanding on the provisional 

arrangement” for resupply missions to the Philippines’ beached naval ship 

Sierra Madre on the Second Thomas Shoal on July 22, according to the official 

statement released by the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines. The 

statement further added that the agreement “will not prejudice our respective 

national positions”. However, no details were specified on the arrangement for 

rotation and resupply. 

Vietnam has filed a claim with the United Nations for an extended continental 

shelf (ECS) in the South China Sea on July 18, according to Vietnam's Foreign 

Ministry. This is the third submission by Vietnam of an ECS, previously a 

submission with respect to the North Area of the South China Sea and later a 

joint submission with Malaysia in 2009. The aim behind the claim is “to 

exercise the rights and obligations of state parties in accordance with the 

maritime framework”, according to the official statement.  

Chinese and Russian warships patrolled the South China Sea on July 21, as 

reported by People's Liberation Army Daily. The patrol is the extended naval 

patrol ongoing this month in the western and northern Pacific. The Chinese 

destroyer Yinchuan and a Russian frigate, along with shipboard helicopters and 

special operation personnel, are participating in the joint patrols. The navies 

conducted drills for on-site inspections, seizures and helicopter landings on 

vessels. The two countries have also launched Exercise Joint Sea 2024 naval 

drills in the South China Sea off the eastern coast of the island province of 

Hainan on July 21. The drills involve air and missile defense to protect ships, as 

well as reconnaissance and search-and-rescue training. 

Other Developments 

Myanmar’s embattled junta chief takes on role of nominal president 

Vietnam’s Communist Party grapples with succession dilemma after Nguyen 

Phu Trong’s death 

 

  

https://x.com/DFAPHL/status/1815210400922968253/photo/1
https://x.com/DFAPHL/status/1815210400922968253/photo/1
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/vietnam-files-un-claim-to-extended-continental-shelf-in-south-china-sea
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/vietnam-files-un-claim-to-extended-continental-shelf-in-south-china-sea
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/China-and-Russia-extend-military-cooperation-to-South-China-Sea
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmars-embattled-junta-chief-takes-on-role-of-nominal-president
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3271529/vietnams-communist-party-grapples-succession-dilemma-after-nguyen-phu-trongs-death?module=top_story&pgtype=subsection
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3271529/vietnams-communist-party-grapples-succession-dilemma-after-nguyen-phu-trongs-death?module=top_story&pgtype=subsection
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East Asia  

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V 

 
 

 

The Japan-China Strategic Dialogue was held in Tokyo between Vice-Minister 

for Foreign Affairs Masaaki Okano and Ma Zhaoxu, Vice-Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, from July 22 to 23. The two sides had 

a candid and in-depth exchange of views on major strategic issues regarding 

China-Japan relations. They agreed to actively implement the consensus 

reached by President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in San 

Francisco, meet each other halfway, expand cooperation, properly handle 

differences, comprehensively promote the strategic and mutually beneficial 

relationship between the two countries, and strive to build a constructive and 

stable China-Japan relationship that meets the requirements of the new era.  

On July 23, officials from fourteen Palestinian factions, including Hamas and 

Fatah, signed a reconciliation deal and agreed to form a unity government at 

talks hosted by China. In a statement released after the signing ceremony, 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, who hosted the three-day talks, said “the 

most prominent highlight is the agreement to form a temporary national 

reconciliation government around the post-war governance of Gaza”. The 

meeting marked the latest attempt to heal the Palestinian national schism and 

the latest initiative mediated by China, after the country helped restore 

diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran last year.  

On July 18, the 10th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM10) was held under 

the co-chairmanship of Prime Minister Kishida and Prime Minister Brown of 

the Cook Islands, with leaders from a total of 19 countries and regions, 

including Japan, 14 Pacific Island countries, Australia and New Zealand, as well 

as the Secretary-General of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) in attendance. On 

the summit’s final day, the Pacific Island leaders and Japan issued a Leaders’ 

Declaration and Joint Action Plan. The declaration affirmed the importance of 

shared values such as freedom and democracy. Furthermore, they underscored 

the necessity of upholding a “free and open international rules-based order”. 

The declaration also explicitly stated strong opposition to "any unilateral 

attempts to change the status quo by the threat or use of force or coercion 

anywhere in the world." This has been seen as a reference to China's increasing 

influence in the region. 

 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/press/release/pressit_000001_00918.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/hamas-fatah-meet-with-media-china-after-reconciliation-talks-2024-07-23/
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/wjbzhd/202407/t20240723_11458692.shtml
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Palestinian-factions-sign-reconciliation-deal-in-China-brokered-talks
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/diplomatic/202407/18palm.html
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/content/000152812.pdf
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/content/000152812.pdf
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/content/000152813.pdf
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Other Developments 

Hiroshima Mayor Calls For Abolition Of Nuclear Weapons 

U.S. To Launch Arctic Defense Roundtable Eyeing Russia, China 

U.S.-Japan Security Talks To Cover 'Extended Deterrence' For First Time 

Taiwan Braces For Transactional Trump After 'Pay For Defense' Remark 

Taiwan Starts Annual Defense Drills With Emphasis On Realistic Combat 

 

 

  

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/07/24/japan/hiroshima-mayor-nuclear-weapons/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/U.S.-to-launch-Arctic-defense-roundtable-eyeing-Russia-China
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/07/23/japan/politics/japan-us-two-plus-two-meeting-preview/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Taiwan-tensions/Taiwan-braces-for-transactional-Trump-after-pay-for-defense-remark
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Taiwan-tensions/Taiwan-starts-annual-defense-drills-with-emphasis-on-realistic-combat
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

The 14 Palestinian factions, including Hamas (Gaza) and Fatah (West Bank), 

held reconciliation talks in China between July 21-23. They signed the "Beijing 

Declaration" on ending division and enhancing Palestinian national unity in 

the presence of Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi. In the Beijing Declaration, 

the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) was recognised as the sole 

legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, along with its commitment 

to establishing an independent state with Jerusalem as its capital. Hamas and 

Fatah's agreement regarding joint control of Gaza post-war was rejected by 

Israel, which reiterated that Hamas would be dismantled. Amidst this, Israel’s 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is scheduled to address a joint session of 

the US Congress on July 24.      

Chinese state media claimed that the Beijing Declaration further demonstrates 

the success of the country’s Global Security Initiative (GSI), which transcends 

geopolitical and ideological differences to achieve peace and reconciliation. 

Under the framework of GSI, Saudi Arabia and Iran restored bilateral relations 

in 2023 after decades of hostility.  

Yemen's Houthi militia launched a drone attack on Israel's financial capital Tel 

Aviv, killing one and injuring four others on July 19. Following this, the Israeli 

Air Force carried out airstrikes on the Houthi-controlled port of Hodeidah in 

western Yemen on July 21, hitting fuel depots and cranes. Reportedly, Israel 

used Saudi Arabia’s airspace for airstrikes on the port of Hodeidah. Saudi Arabia 

rejected such reports and informed that it had nothing to do with Israeli 

airstrikes in Yemen. 

Other Developments  

Knesset votes overwhelmingly against Palestinian statehood, days before PM’s 

US trip 

Readout of Secretary of Defence Lloyd J. Austin III's Call(s) With Israeli Minister 

of Defence Yoav Gallant 

 

  

http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0724/c90000-20197082.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0724/c90000-20197082.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/katz-slams-fatah-over-hamas-unity-deal-instead-of-rejecting-terrorism-abbas-embraces-the-murderers-and-rapists/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-811586
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-811586
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202407/1316604.shtml
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-military-says-tel-aviv-blast-apparently-caused-by-drone-2024-07-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-military-says-tel-aviv-blast-apparently-caused-by-drone-2024-07-19/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iaf-issues-footage-of-strike-on-houthi-controlled-port-says-its-girding-for-reprisal/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240722-reports-israel-used-saudi-airspace-for-yemen-strike/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/saudi-arabia-denies-involvement-in-israeli-targeting-of-houthi-controlled-port-in-yemen/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/saudi-arabia-denies-involvement-in-israeli-targeting-of-houthi-controlled-port-in-yemen/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/knesset-votes-overwhelmingly-against-palestinian-statehood-days-before-pms-us-trip/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/knesset-votes-overwhelmingly-against-palestinian-statehood-days-before-pms-us-trip/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3845039/readout-of-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iiis-calls-with-israeli-minister/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3845039/readout-of-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iiis-calls-with-israeli-minister/
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On July 22, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan, Bakhtiyor Saidov, had 

a telephone conversation with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam, Bui 

Thanh Son. On behalf of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Bakhtiyor 

Saidov expressed his condolences concerning the death of the Secretary 

General of the Central Committee of the Communist Party Nguyen Phu Trong. 

During the conversation, the ministers also discussed the upcoming high-level 

exchanges, the development of economic ties, investment promotion, and 

avenues to develop dynamic cooperation and create new bridges in all areas.  

On July 19, Acting Special Coordinator for the Partnership on Global 

Infrastructure Investment (PGI) Helaina Matza told Kazakh Deputy Foreign 

Minister Nazira Nurbateva that the G7 countries are ready to invest up to $200 

billion in infrastructure projects in Central Asia, with Kazakhstan being one of 

the main destinations for these investments. The PGI initiative, according to a 

statement from the Kazakh Foreign Ministry, targets a total investment of $600 

billion by 2027 in infrastructure projects across developing nations. This effort 

aims to enhance and diversify supply chains, thereby securing global food and 

energy supplies by boosting trade connections between Central Asian 

countries and extending access to European markets. 

On July 21, a senior Azerbaijani official said that Azerbaijan has proposed to 

sign a document with Armenia on the basic principles of a future peace treaty 

as an interim measure during the process of completing the border deal. While 

both Armenia and Azerbaijan have repeatedly said they want to sign a peace 

treaty to end the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijani President Ilham 

Aliyev said on July 20 that 80-90 percent of the text of the treaty was ready, but 

it has not been completed till Armenia amends its constitution to remove an 

indirect reference to Karabakh independence (which Armenia has rejected).  

Other Developments 

Extreme Shortages: Turkmen Face Severe Drinking-Water Crisis During 

Scorching Summer 

Kyrgyz Citizen Among POWs Kyiv Returned To Russia In Recent Prisoner Swap 

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan Open New Air Corridor Boosting European-Asian 

Flight Routes 

China Companies Supply Belarus Defense Contractor With Russia Ties  

https://kun.uz/en/news/2024/07/22/uzbekistan-vietnam-discuss-issues-of-developing-economic-ties-and-promoting-investment
https://astanatimes.com/2024/07/g7-countries-ready-to-invest-200-billion-in-central-asian-infrastructure/
https://ceoworld.biz/2024/07/23/g7-on-a-200-billion-investment-in-central-asian-infrastructure-kazakhstan-a-key-focus/
https://ceoworld.biz/2024/07/23/g7-on-a-200-billion-investment-in-central-asian-infrastructure-kazakhstan-a-key-focus/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/azerbaijan-proposes-document-principles-peace-before-full-deal-with-armenia-2024-07-21/
https://www.rferl.org/a/turkmenistan-water-rationing-awaza/33046498.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/turkmenistan-water-rationing-awaza/33046498.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/kyrgyz-citizen-alisher-tursunov-pow-kyiv-moscow-prisoners-swap/33042961.html
https://astanatimes.com/2024/07/kazakhstan-uzbekistan-open-new-air-corridor-boosting-european-asian-flight-routes/
https://astanatimes.com/2024/07/kazakhstan-uzbekistan-open-new-air-corridor-boosting-european-asian-flight-routes/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-war/China-companies-supply-Belarus-defense-contractor-with-Russia-ties
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

The Indian Navy's warship INS Teg engaged in search and rescue operations 

for the capsized oil tanker MV Prestige Falcon, which sank approximately 25 

nautical miles southeast of Ras Madrakah, Oman, on July 15. The vessel had a 

crew of 16, consisting of thirteen Indians and three Sri Lankans. Search efforts 

commenced on the morning of July 16 and are being conducted in 

collaboration with Omani authorities under challenging weather conditions, 

including rough seas and strong winds. As of now, INS Teg has successfully 

rescued nine crew members, including eight Indians and one Sri Lankan.   

INS Tabar, a frontline frigate of the Indian Navy, arrived in Hamburg, Germany 

on July 17, for a three-day visit. During its stay, the crew will participate in 

various activities, including professional exchanges with the German Navy, 

visits to the German Naval Academy and public tours of the ship. On departure 

from Hamburg, INS Tabar will undertake a Maritime Partnership Exercise with 

the German Navy.  

On June 24, the First Training Squadron (1TS) of the Indian Navy at Southern 

Naval Command in Kochi welcomed 76 trainees from the Royal Saudi Naval 

Forces (RSNF) as part of a bilateral training initiative. This marks the second 

batch of RSNF trainees to undergo afloat training alongside Indian Navy 

trainees, following a similar program conducted in May-June 2023.  

Other Developments 

On July 19, India-Japan Navy held their 10th Staff Talks in Tokyo. 

The 7th edition of the Indian Navy's Annual Safety Review-2024 (ASR-24) took 

place at the Southern Naval Command. 

  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indian-navys-ins-teg-joins-search-operation-for-capsized-vessel-with-13-indian-crew/articleshow/111800771.cms
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2034171
https://theprint.in/india/indian-navy-trains-saudi-trainees-in-kochi/2182294/
https://x.com/indiannavy/status/1814126387558789340
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2034699
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2034699
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