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South Asia: An Indian delegation led by Secretary JP Singh, held meeting with Taliban’s interim Defence Minister Mullah 

Mohammad Yaqoob in Kabul, Afghanistan on November 5, 2024. Source: X/ @MoDAfghanistan2 

Southeast Asia: Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People, 

Beijing, PRC on November 9, 2024. Source: Prabowo Subianto/Official X Account 

East Asia: China’s Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and director of the Central Foreign Affairs 

Office, Wang Yi co-chaired the 19th round of China-Russia strategic security consultations with Sergei Shoigu, 

secretary of the Russian Federation Security Council, in Beijing on November 12, 2024. Source: Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the People’s Republic of China 

West Asia: The extraordinary Arab and Islamic Summit was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on November 11, 2024.  

Source: Official X Handle/OIC   
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

A delegation from India, headed by JP Singh, the Joint Secretary of the 

Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran division in the MEA, travelled to Kabul on 

November 4-5. They met with the Taliban’s interim Defence Minister, Mullah 

Mohammad Yaqoob, former President Hamid Karzai and other officials. While 

meeting with JP Singh, Amir Khan Muttaqi, the Taliban Foreign Minister, 

expressed a desire to strengthen ties between the Taliban Government and 

India. India proposed to Afghan businesses the use of Chabahar Port in Iran, 

and also discussed providing more humanitarian aid to Kabul. Meanwhile, the 

Taliban have installed Ikramuddin Kamil in the position of Acting Consul at the 

Afghan Consulate in Mumbai. Mr. Ikramuddin is currently a Ph.D. student at 

South Asia University in Delhi. 

A suicide bombing at a railway station in Quetta, Pakistan, claimed the lives of 

at least 26 people, including 16 security personnel, on November 9th. In 

response to recent major terrorist attacks, the Balochistan government enacted 

the Balochistan Security of Vulnerable Establishment Act, 2024. This law aims 

to improve coordination between security agencies and restore peace and 

order in the province. Protests have been announced by Maulana Hidayatur 

Rehman, the Jamaat-i-Islami’s Balochistan emir and MPA, who leads the Haq 

Do Tehreek movement, to take place throughout Balochistan on November 15. 

On November 6th, the Indian Army Chief, Upendra Dwivedi, engaged in a 

virtual discussion with his Bangladeshi counterpart, General Waker-Uz-

Zaman. This marks the first meeting between the army chiefs of the two 

nations since the political turmoil in Bangladesh in August, which led to the 

resignation of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The meeting involved a 

discussion of shared interests, particularly focusing on bilateral defense 

cooperation. 

Other Developments 

Afghanistan: opium cultivation increased by 19 per cent  in second year of 

drugs ban, according to UNODC 

US Indo-Pacific Deputy Commander Rudd in Nepal on four-day visit 

Inauguration of Immigration Check Post in Darranga, Assam at the India-

Bhutan border  

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-offers-afghan-businesses-chabahar-port-for-trade-discusses-humanitarian-aid-9659105/
https://www.khaama.com/india-sends-envoy-to-kabul-for-humanitarian-and-economic-talks/
https://www.khaama.com/india-sends-envoy-to-kabul-for-humanitarian-and-economic-talks/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/taliban-appoint-acting-consul-at-the-afghan-consulate-general-in-mumbai/article68860500.ece
https://www.dawn.com/news/1871371/26-martyred-in-quetta-railway-station-explosion
https://www.dawn.com/news/1871818/balochistan-cabinet-okays-security-act
https://www.dawn.com/news/1871560/ji-plans-to-expand-haq-do-movement-across-balochistan
https://www.dawn.com/news/1871560/ji-plans-to-expand-haq-do-movement-across-balochistan
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-bangladesh-army-chiefs-talk-discuss-issues-mutual-interest-9656554/
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2024/October/afghanistan_-opium-cultivation-increased-by-19-per-cent-in-second-year-of-drugs-ban--according-to-unodc.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2024/October/afghanistan_-opium-cultivation-increased-by-19-per-cent-in-second-year-of-drugs-ban--according-to-unodc.html
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2024/11/09/us-indo-pacific-deputy-commander-rudd-in-nepal-on-four-day-visit
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38497/Inauguration_of_Immigration_Check_Post_in_Darranga_Assam_at_the_IndiaBhutan_border
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38497/Inauguration_of_Immigration_Check_Post_in_Darranga_Assam_at_the_IndiaBhutan_border
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto visited China and the US from 

November 8-12, 2024, his first visits abroad after assuming office. During his 

visit to China, he held meetings with Chinese President Xi Jinping, Premier Li 

Qiang, and Zhao Leji, the Chairperson of the National People’s Congress. The 

leaders of the two countries signed a series of agreements on infrastructure, 

green energy, digital technology and agriculture worth approximately $10 

billion. On November 12, President Prabowo met with US President Joe Biden 

at the White House and celebrated the 75th anniversary of U.S.-Indonesia 

relations. The two leaders discussed ways to strengthen U.S.-Indonesia 

cooperation as part of  ‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’. According to the 

joint statement both leaders “committed to continue advancing vision for an 

open, transparent, inclusive, and rules-based Indo-Pacific regional 

architecture, with ASEAN at the centre, that upholds international law.”  

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim of Malaysia made an official visit to China from 

November 4 to 7, 2024, making this his third visit since taking office. During 

his visit, he held a bilateral meeting with Chinese Premier Li Qiang in Shanghai, 

attended the China International Import Expo and paid a courtesy call on 

Chinese President Xi Jinping. The two leaders shared the need to strengthen 

cooperation in areas such as information technology, digital economy and 

energy. The Chinese leadership expressed support for “Malaysia assuming the 

rotating chairmanship of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

next year, and supports ASEAN centrality and strategic independence, to 

maintain the mainstream of regional cooperation in development”. 

Indonesia and Australia commenced joint combat drills, Keris Woomera 2024, 

off Indonesia’s main island of Java on November 13, 2024. The four-day drills 

will involve about 2,000 troops training in air, maritime, amphibious and land 

operations. The head of the Indonesian delegation, Lt. Col. Empri Airudin, 

stated that “this joint exercise aimed to strengthen the partnership between 

Indonesia and Australia as we are building trust and to increase capabilities and 

interoperability”. 

  

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zyxw/202411/t20241111_11524667.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zyxw/202411/t20241111_11524667.html
https://thediplomat.com/2024/11/china-indonesia-sign-10-billion-in-deals-as-prabowo-visits-beijing/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/11/china-indonesia-sign-10-billion-in-deals-as-prabowo-visits-beijing/
https://id.usembassy.gov/statement-from-white-house-press-secretary-karine-jean-pierre-on-the-visit-of-president-prabowo-subianto-of-indonesia/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/11/12/joint-statement-from-the-leaders-of-the-united-states-and-the-republic-of-indonesia-commemorating-75-years-of-diplomatic-relations/
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zyxw/202411/t20241111_11524659.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/anwar-promotes-asean-as-gateway-on-third-visit-to-china-ahead-of-malaysias-chairmanship-of-group
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/indonesia-and-australia-hold-joint-military-drills-after-signing-a-new-defense-agreement-101731476503012.html
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Other Developments 

Indonesia says it has no overlapping South China Sea claims with China, 

despite joint agreement 

China summons Philippine ambassador over new maritime laws 

Philippine Coast Guard to acquire 40 fast patrol craft from France 

 

  

/Users/anshitashukla/Desktop/Indonesia%20says%20it%20has%20no%20overlapping%20South%20China%20Sea%20claims%20with%20China,%20despite%20joint%20agreement
/Users/anshitashukla/Desktop/Indonesia%20says%20it%20has%20no%20overlapping%20South%20China%20Sea%20claims%20with%20China,%20despite%20joint%20agreement
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/marcos-signs-laws-on-philippine-sea-rights-as-china-row-persists
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippine-coast-guard-to-acquire-40-fast-patrol-craft-from-france
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East Asia  

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V 
 
 

 

On November 12, Russia’s top security official Sergei Shoigu told Chinese 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi that Moscow and Beijing face an “urgent task” to work 

together to counter “containment” by the US. Shoigu’s meeting with Wang Yi 

in Beijing was the first between high-level Russian and Chinese officials since 

Trump won the US presidential election last week. According to the read-out 

by the Chinese foreign ministry, the two ministers discussed major security 

issues of mutual interest, reached new consensus, increased mutual trust and 

agreed to strengthen bilateral cooperation further. Wang Yi stated that “the 

more complex the international situation gets and the more external 

challenges there are, the more the two sides must firmly unite and cooperate to 

defend common interests”. 

On November 12, according to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), North 

Korea ratified a landmark defence pact with Russia, deepening security 

cooperation that has seen Pyongyang send thousands of troops to help 

Moscow fight Ukraine. The agreement formalizes months of tightening 

military bonds between two nations that were communist allies throughout the 

Cold War. North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un, signed a decree to ratify the Treaty 

of Comprehensive Strategic Partnerships with Russia. The agreement is said to 

take effect when both sides exchange the ratification instruments.  

 

Other Developments 

Japan's Ishiba stays as PM despite election setback 

Japan PM Ishiba set to meet China's Xi on Friday in Peru 

China's New J-35 Stealth Fighter Stars at Zhuhai Air Show 

Putin Greets North Korean Foreign Minister warmly at Kremlin 

Trump Diplomacy and Security Picks Likely to Anger China but Reassure 

Japan  

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3286303/russian-security-chief-tells-wang-yi-us-containment-must-be-countered?module=top_story&pgtype=homepage
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/oz_678770/1206_679110/xgxw_679116/202411/t20241112_11525045.shtml
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/oz_678770/1206_679110/xgxw_679116/202411/t20241112_11525045.shtml
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/11/12/asia-pacific/north-korea-russia-defense-treaty/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/12/north-korea-ratifies-landmark-mutual-defence-treaty-with-russia
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0d91zl8e0o
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-PM-Ishiba-set-to-meet-China-s-Xi-on-Friday-in-Peru
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Aerospace-Defense-Industries/China-s-new-J-35-stealth-fighter-stars-at-Zhuhai-air-show
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Putin-greets-North-Korean-foreign-minister-warmly-at-Kremlin
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/11/12/japan/politics/marco-rubio-us-secretary-of-state/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/11/12/japan/politics/marco-rubio-us-secretary-of-state/
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

On November 11, an extraordinary Joint Arab-Islamic Summit was held in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, which reaffirmed the need for an end to the Israeli 

occupation of Palestinian territories, and called for a two-state solution based 

on 1967 border, with East Jerusalem as Palestine's capital. Notwithstanding, 

Bezalel Smotrich, Israel's Finance Minister, dismissed the possibility of a 

Palestinian state and asserted that Donald Trump's election as President of the 

United States would provide Israel with an opportunity to annex Jewish 

settlements in the West Bank (Judea and Samaria). 

Israel's Defence Minister Katz informed that "there will be no ceasefire and no 

pause in Lebanon" until war objectives are achieved. Israel's objectives include 

disarming Hezbollah, pushing it beyond the Litani River, and ensuring that 

northern residents are permitted to return to their homes without danger. The 

US has assured Israel that it will not limit arms transfers and urged Tel Aviv to 

improve the humanitarian situation in Gaza. Meanwhile, Israeli football 

supporters were attacked by "antisemitic hit-and-run squads" on November 8 

in Amsterdam, Netherlands. US President Joe Biden condemned the 

"despicable" attacks, stressing that they "echoed dark periods in history when 

Jews were persecuted". 

Russia and Iran have linked their banking systems to counter Western 

sanctions as part of their growing strategic partnership. This plan is also likely 

to be implemented in countries such as Iraq, Afghanistan, and Turkey, which 

have extensive financial and social interactions with Iran.   

Other Developments  

Iran and Saudi Arabia pursue cautious rapprochement 

U.N. Agency Aiding Millions of Palestinians Is in Jeopardy—and There’s No 

Plan B 

US military says it strikes Iran-backed militia facility in Syria 

 

     

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2024/11/12/arab-muslim-leaders-at-riyadh-summit-demand-end-to-israeli-occupation-for-mideast-peace
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2024/11/12/arab-muslim-leaders-at-riyadh-summit-demand-end-to-israeli-occupation-for-mideast-peace
https://www.timesofisrael.com/smotrich-says-trumps-victory-an-opportunity-to-apply-sovereignty-in-the-west-bank/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/smotrich-says-trumps-victory-an-opportunity-to-apply-sovereignty-in-the-west-bank/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/defense-minister-katz-no-ceasefire-and-no-pause-in-lebanon-until-war-objectives-met/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/defense-minister-katz-no-ceasefire-and-no-pause-in-lebanon-until-war-objectives-met/
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-aid-us-48cd09c1c007cacd6d7a309589490320
https://www.reuters.com/world/israels-pm-aware-very-violent-incident-against-israelis-amsterdam-his-office-2024-11-08/
https://www.reuters.com/world/israels-pm-aware-very-violent-incident-against-israelis-amsterdam-his-office-2024-11-08/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-russia-link-bank-card-systems-in-latest-move-to-overcome-sanctions/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-russia-link-bank-card-systems-in-latest-move-to-overcome-sanctions/
https://www.dw.com/en/iran-and-saudi-arabia-pursue-cautious-rapprochement/a-70715889
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/unrwa-ban-israeli-law-gaza-d8e22539
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/unrwa-ban-israeli-law-gaza-d8e22539
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2024/11/13/us-military-says-it-strikes-iran-backed-militia-facility-in-syria
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The Azerbaijan Presidency of the 2024 UN Climate Change Conference 

(COP29) announced an early victory with the adoption of standards for the 

creation of carbon credits under Article 6.4 of the Paris Agreement, drawing 

criticism. The early adoption of the related modalities and, most importantly, 

carbon removal technologies was done without a discussion by parties. During 

the conference, the Indian delegation emphasised principles of “common but 

differentiated responsibilities” and technology transfer for developing 

countries. 

On November 6, Kyrgyzstan hosted the 11th Summit of the Council of Heads of 

State of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS). Chaired by Kyrgyzstan’s 

President Sadyr Japarov and themed “Empowering the Turkic World: 

Economic Integration, Sustainable Development, Digital Future, and Security 

for All,” the summit was attended by President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, 

President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, President of Turkey Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev, and Viktor 

Orbán, the Prime Minister of Hungary (observer state of the OTS). Uzbekistan’s 

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has once again discussed the situation in the 

Middle East stating “the only solution to this long-standing conflict is the 

establishment of an independent State of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its 

capital, based on the 1967 borders, by international regulations and 

resolutions”.  

Azerbaijan, China, and Kazakhstan have signed an agreement to establish an 

intermodal cargo terminal in the Port of Alat in Baku, the Azerbaijani capital. 

The agreement was signed in Baku on November 12 by SK-AIH Investment 

Fund Ltd (Samruk-Kazyna, Azerbaijan Investment Holding), Kazakhstan Temir 

Zholy (Kazakhstan’s national railway company), Baku International Sea Trade 

Port (Azerbaijan), and Xi’an Free Trade Port Construction and Operation Co., 

Ltd (China). 

  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cop29-presidency-announces-adoption-of-standards-for-carbon-credits-draws-flak-101731405271091.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cop29-presidency-announces-adoption-of-standards-for-carbon-credits-draws-flak-101731405271091.html
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/cop-29-gujarat-delegation-led-by-minister-of-finance-energy-and-petrochemicals/article68859179.ece
https://timesca.com/kyrgyzstan-hosts-summit-of-organization-of-turkic-states/
https://timesca.com/kyrgyzstan-hosts-summit-of-organization-of-turkic-states/
https://timesca.com/mirziyoyev-calls-for-independent-palestinian-state-with-east-jerusalem-as-capital/
https://timesca.com/kazakhstan-azerbaijan-and-china-establish-joint-cargo-terminal-in-baku/
https://railways.kz/ru/news/ktzh-rasshiryaet-terminalnuyu-set-za-rubezhom-sovmestnyj-intermo/
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Other Developments 

Azerbaijan accused of intensifying repression of critics amid hosting COP29 

ICJ Rules Armenia, Azerbaijan discrimination cases can proceed 

From France to war-hit Armenia, why there is a growing demand for India’s 

Pinaka rocket system 

Azerbaijan President lauds fossil fuels, knifes Western ‘Hypocrisy’ in COP29 

opener  

https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/azerbaijan-accused-of-intensifying-repression-of-critics-amid-hosting-cop29-124111200861_1.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/12/icj-rules-armenia-azerbaijan-discrimination-cases-can-proceed
https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/france-armenia-indias-pinaka-rocket-system-13834369.html
https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/france-armenia-indias-pinaka-rocket-system-13834369.html
https://www.politico.eu/article/azerbaijan-baku-president-ilham-aliyev-fossil-fuel-western-hypocrisy-cop-29-opener/
https://www.politico.eu/article/azerbaijan-baku-president-ilham-aliyev-fossil-fuel-western-hypocrisy-cop-29-opener/


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. II, Issue 46 |     8 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | November 13, 2024 

Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

The 4th Singapore-India-Thailand Maritime Exercise (SITMEX) was held from 

November 8 to 11, 2024, hosted by the Indian Navy (IN) at Port Blair, India. This 

year’s exercise saw the participation of the Republic of Singapore Navy's 

Formidable-class frigate RSS Tenacious, along with S-70B Seahawk naval 

helicopter, as well as the Royal Thai Navy's Krabi-class offshore patrol vessel 

HTMS Krabi. The Indian Navy was represented by the Saryu-class offshore 

patrol vessel INS Saryu, the Kora-class corvette INS Karmuk, and a Dornier-228 

maritime patrol aircraft. The navies carried out a range of naval exercises, 

which included manoeuvring drills and live firing operations in the Andaman 

Sea. 

On November 8, 2024, India gifted two water-jet propelled Fast Interceptor 

Craft (FIC) to Mozambique as part of its capacity-building initiatives in the 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The FICs were delivered by INS Gharial, with the 

ceremony attended by key officials from both nations, including India's High 

Commissioner to Mozambique, Shri Robert Shetkintong, and Mozambique's 

Permanent Secretary of National Defence, Mr. Augusto Casimiro Mueio. These 

FICs will enhance Mozambique’s maritime security capabilities, particularly in 

combating maritime terrorism and insurgency in the Cabo Delgado province. 

This delivery builds on India’s previous assistance to Mozambique, which 

included the donation of two large interceptor vessels in 2019 and two 

additional FICs in January 2022.  

The Indian Naval Ship INS Suvarna successfully completed its visit to Port 

Louis, Mauritius, where it engaged in joint surveillance operations with 

the Mauritius National Coast Guard. The visit was aimed at securing Mauritius’ 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), included coordinated efforts with NCG Ship 

CGS Victory and Dornier aircraft to ensure maritime safety and stability in the 

region. Following this, INS Suvarna took the Mauritius Coast Guard Ship 

(MCGS) Valiant under tow for its passage to India, where MCGS Valiant is 

scheduled for its maiden refit at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.  

The 34th International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) meeting between the 

Indian Navy and Coast Guard and the Sri Lankan Navy and Coast Guard was 

successfully conducted on November 6, 2024. The meeting took place onboard 

the SLNS Vijayabahu, located at sea north of Kankesanthurai (KKS) in Sri Lanka. 

This event underscores the ongoing collaboration and dialogue between India 

https://www.mindef.gov.sg/news-and-events/latest-releases/11nov24_nr
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2072061
https://www.sudarshannews.in/INS-Suvarna-Returns-Home-with-MCGS-Valiant-for-Refit-from-Mauritius-118067-newsdetails.aspx#google_vignette
https://news.navy.lk/eventnews/2024/11/06/202411061700/
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and Sri Lanka regarding maritime security and boundary management in the 

region.  

Other Developments  

2nd Indian-Nigerian Navy Subgroup Meeting was held in Abuja, Nigeria 

INS Vela arrived at the port of Colombo on November 10, 2024 

3rd edition of the India-Australia joint military exercise, AUSTRAHIND, started 

in Pune  

https://x.com/indiannavy/status/1854074073925734829
https://news.navy.lk/eventnews/2024/11/10/202411101315/
https://www.newswire.lk/2024/11/11/third-india-australia-joint-military-exercise-begins-in-maharashtra/#:~:text=The%20third%20edition%20of%20India,November%208%20to%20November%2021.
https://www.newswire.lk/2024/11/11/third-india-australia-joint-military-exercise-begins-in-maharashtra/#:~:text=The%20third%20edition%20of%20India,November%208%20to%20November%2021.
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