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South Asia: On December 3, 2024, Nepal’s Prime Minister met with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing.  

Source: X/ @MofaNepal 

West Asia: UAE’s President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Saudi Crown Prince and Prime Minister Mohammed bin 

Salman Al Saud met in Al Ain on December 1, 2024. Source: Emirates News Agency  

Central Asia: Leaders of the Collective Security Council of the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) held a meeting in 

Astana, on November 28, 2024. Source: President of Russia 

Indian Ocean Region: The Indian Navy along with the Sri Lankan Navy conducted narcotics seizure - combined operation in the 

Arabian Sea, on November 24-25, 2024. Source: Spokesperson Indian Navy 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

During his official visit to China from December 2nd to 5th, Nepal’s Prime 

Minister, KP Sharma Oli met with President Xi Jinping and held bilateral 

discussions with Chinese Premier Li Qiang. The meeting between Nepal and 

China resulted in the signing of nine agreements, including an agreement for 

the construction of the Tokha-Chhahare tunnel, an agreement to enhance 

Nepal-China trade, and a commitment to provide USD 20 million in cash 

assistance. In a statement, President Xi Jinping highlighted Nepal’s importance 

in China’s regional diplomacy, affirming Beijing’s willingness to collaborate 

with Kathmandu to push for progress in their strategic partnership. Although 

the joint statement expressed a willingness to sign the Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) on the Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional 

Connectivity Network (THMDCN) and the BRI cooperation framework “as soon 

as possible,” both nations have yet to set a firm date for signing the revised BRI 

deal. 

India’s high commissioner to Dhaka, Pranay Verma, was summoned by 

Bangladesh on December 3rd to discuss a security breach at their assistant high 

commission in Agartala. After meeting, Mr Verma said, “we have such a wide-

ranging and multi-faceted relationship with Bangladesh that you cannot 

reduce it to one issue or one agenda.” The Indian Ministry of External Affairs in 

press release condemned the breach of the Bangladesh assistant high 

commission premises in Agartala, describing the incident as “deeply 

regrettable” and stressed that diplomatic and consular properties should not be 

targeted under any circumstance. Meanwhile, Security has been beefed up in 

areas surrounding the Indian High Commission in Dhaka after an organisation 

named Bangladesh Civil Society has announced a programme to besiege it. 

India has also strengthened security along the Bangladesh border in the eight 

districts of northern West Bengal. The UK government has updated its travel 

advisory for Bangladesh, warning about potential terrorist activities amidst 

concerns over attacks on religious minorities in the country. 

Other Developments 

Afghanistan: opium production remains 93 per cent below pre-drug ban levels, 

says UNODC 

Russian security chief Shoygu meets Afghan officials in Kabul to strengthen 

ties   

https://mofa.gov.np/press-release-on-the-official-visit-of-the-rt-hon-prime-minister-to-china/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2024/12/03/nepal-china-sign-nine-deals
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/china-s-xi-pledges-efforts-to-advance-strategic-partnership-with-nepal/3412297
https://mofa.gov.np/joint-statement-between-the-peoples-republic-of-china-and-nepal-2/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/bangladesh-summons-indias-envoy-over-breach-of-diplomatic-premises-in-agartala/articleshow/115934927.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/bangladesh-summons-indias-envoy-over-breach-of-diplomatic-premises-in-agartala/articleshow/115934927.cms
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38662/Statement_on_breach_of_premises_at_the_Bangladesh_Assistant_High_Commission_Agartala
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38662/Statement_on_breach_of_premises_at_the_Bangladesh_Assistant_High_Commission_Agartala
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/5b6a8euzdb
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/2dnjgic210
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/terrorists-likely-to-carry-out-attacks-uk-issues-advisory-amid-unrest-in-bangladesh/articleshow/115954127.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/terrorists-likely-to-carry-out-attacks-uk-issues-advisory-amid-unrest-in-bangladesh/articleshow/115954127.cms
https://www.unodc.org/coafg/en/Researches/2024/afghanistan-drug-insights-volume-2--2024-opium-production-adn-rural-development.html
https://www.unodc.org/coafg/en/Researches/2024/afghanistan-drug-insights-volume-2--2024-opium-production-adn-rural-development.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/russian-security-chief-shoygu-meets-afghan-officials-in-kabul-to-strengthen-ties/3404013
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/russian-security-chief-shoygu-meets-afghan-officials-in-kabul-to-strengthen-ties/3404013
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V 
 

Philippine and Chinese Coastguards have reported conflicting versions of a 

maritime confrontation around the contested Scarboroough Shoal in the South 

China Sea, the latest row in a longstanding dispute between the two 

neighbours. On December 3, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) said Chinese 

Navy and Coastguard vessels had taken “aggressive actions” against a routine 

patrol by it and the fisheries bureau. In a statement by the PCG spokesperson, 

said that the Chinese Coastguard fired a water cannon at a PCG vessel “aiming 

directly at the vessel’s navigational antennas,” The incident follows a 

diplomatic spat in November after China drew baseline "territorial waters" 

around the shoal, which Beijing claims as Huangyan Island.  

On December 3, Singapore and Australia agreed to seek opportunities for 

increased access to their respective defence facilities, including more frequent 

Australian visits to the city-state’s air force and navy bases. During a ministerial 

visit to Singapore, Australian Defence Minister Richard Marles said, the two 

countries are set to announce an upgrade to their Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership next year, including plans for closer military collaboration. During 

the meetings, Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said a stronger 

defence partnership would be the key cornerstone of the new ‘Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership (CSP) agreement’. The agreement between the two 

countries is set to be held when they celebrate 60 years of bilateral ties, with 

other areas of cooperation being food security, energy and climate change. 

The 13th edition of Joint Military Exercise AGNI WARRIOR (XAW-2024), a 

bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and Singapore Armed Forces, 

concluded at Field Firing Ranges, Devlali (Maharashtra) on November 30, 2024. 

The three-day exercise conducted from November 28 to 30, 2024, witnessed 

participation by the Singapore Armed Forces contingent comprising 182 

personnel from the Singapore Artillery and the Indian Army contingent 

comprising 114 personnel from the Regiment of Artillery. 

XAW-2024 aimed to maximise mutual understanding of drills and procedures 

to achieve jointness as a multinational force under the United Nations Charter. 

The exercise showcased joint firepower planning, execution and use of New 

Generation Equipment by the Artillery of both Armies. 

 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-says-philippine-ships-entered-its-territorial-waters-around-disputed-shoal-2024-12-04/
https://www.voanews.com/a/philippine-coast-guard-says-chinese-actions-aggressive-near-scarborough-shoal/7886555.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/australia-singapore-agree-seek-expanded-access-their-defence-facilities-2024-12-03/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/spore-and-australia-to-deepen-military-ties-cooperation-on-green-initiatives
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2079355
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Other Developments 

Thailand PM protests Myanmar's Navy firing at Thai fishing boats 

Malaysia proposes laws to arrest, obtain private data, in clampdown on harmful 

online content 

Philippine President and Vice President clash an a feud that’s testing an Asian 

Democracy 

 

  

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Thailand-PM-protests-Myanmar-s-navy-firing-at-Thai-fishing-boats
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-proposes-laws-to-arrest-obtain-private-data-in-clampdown-on-harmful-online-content
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-proposes-laws-to-arrest-obtain-private-data-in-clampdown-on-harmful-online-content
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/philippine-president-and-vice-president-clash-in-a-feud-thats-testing-an-asian-democracy/article68917477.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/philippine-president-and-vice-president-clash-in-a-feud-thats-testing-an-asian-democracy/article68917477.ece
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East Asia  

by 

Divya Rai  
 
 

 

In an unprecedented move, South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol declared 

“emergency martial law” in an unannounced television address on December 

3. He accused the opposition of sympathising with North Korea and paralysing 

the government with anti-state activities. After the declaration of martial law, 

South Korea plunged into political turmoil, with parliament swiftly rejecting the 

move and protests erupting across the nation. Yoon's own party leader, Han 

Dong-hoon, the National Assembly speaker opposed the move and declared 

the measure invalid. In a rapid response to the martial law declaration, the 

South Korean National Assembly convened and voted unanimously to reject 

the martial law order. This vote effectively nullified the president's decision. 

Martial law was withdrawn within six hours of announcing it. It was the first 

time since 1980, that martial law was declared in South Korea.  

China banned exports of “dual-use items” related to gallium, germanium, 

antimony and superhard materials to the United States with immediate effect. 

This move came a day after Washington’s latest crackdown on China’s 

semiconductor industry, curbing exports to 140 companies, including chip 

equipment maker Naura Technology Group, and opens new tab. The ministry 

also added, a stricter review of end-usage for graphite dual-use items to the 

United States is required. The curbs will strengthen enforcement of existing 

limits on critical minerals exports that Beijing began rolling out last year, but 

apply only to the U.S. market, 

Japan deployed a surveillance aircraft and a naval vessel responded after 

sighting of a Russian submarine. The Russian Kilo-class submarine was located 

approximately 50 kilometres south of Yonaguni Island, which is Japan's 

westernmost territory situated just east of Taiwan. Accompanied by a Russian 

naval ship, the submarine was observed moving northeast between Yonaguni 

and the nearby Iriomote Island. This marks the first instance of a Russian 

submarine being detected in these waters, according to statements from 

Japan's Joint Staff. 

Other Developments 

China and Russia completed the second phase of 9th joint air strategic patrol 

joint 

Xi Jinping expands anti-corruption purge as top Admiral Miao Hua faces 

investigation  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-korea-martial-law-live-updates-president-yoon-suk-yeol-emergency-north-korean-forces-threats/liveblog/115943117.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-korea-martial-law-live-updates-president-yoon-suk-yeol-emergency-north-korean-forces-threats/liveblog/115943117.cms
https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/techook/china-bans-export-of-critical-minerals-to-us-as-trade-tensions-escalate-9705337/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/us-chips-are-no-longer-safe-chinese-industry-bodies-say-in-latest-trade-salvo/article68945170.ece#:~:text=The%20industry%20association%20warnings%20came%20after%20the%20United%20States%20on,equipment%20maker%20Naura%20Technology%20Group%20.
https://www.euronews.com/2024/12/03/japans-military-monitors-russian-submarine-spotted-near-taiwan
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202411/1324090.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202411/1324090.shtml
http://eng.mod.gov.cn/xb/News_213114/TopStories/16354913.html
http://eng.mod.gov.cn/xb/News_213114/TopStories/16354913.html
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

The Sunni Islamist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) swept into the city of 

Aleppo in Syria on November 30, marking its first major assault on President 

Bashar al-Assad's regime since 2020. Syria has redeployed its army in the 

region while the Russian Air Force conducted airstrikes in Aleppo and Idlib in 

support of the Assad regime. In a joint statement issued on December 1, the US, 

UK, France, and Germany emphasised the need for de-escalation, the 

protection of civilians, and a Syrian-led political solution to the conflict in 

accordance with UNSCR 2254. 

Continuing the deepening of a special strategic partnership between the UAE 

and Saudi Arabia, Emirati President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and 

Saudi Crown Prince and Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud met 

in Al Ain on December 1. During their meeting, the Saudi Crown Prince 

extended greetings on the occasion of the UAE's 53rd National Day (Eid Al 

Etihad) and the two sides discussed possible ways to further develop their 

bilateral relations. Major issues discussed included strengthening Gulf 

cooperation, advancing joint efforts towards regional security and stability, 

fostering Arab cooperation, and pursuing a just, comprehensive, and lasting 

two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

Meanwhile, French President Emmanuel Macron met Saudi Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud in Riyadh on December 2. The two leaders 

signed a strategic partnership agreement aimed at deepening their bilateral 

relations and working together to de-escalate conflicts in the region, including 

helping to consolidate the fragile ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon. 

Reportedly, France and Saudi Arabia intend to co-host an international 

conference on the establishment of a Palestinian state in June 2025.  

US President-elect Donald Trump warned Hamas that if the remaining Israeli 

hostages held in Gaza were not released before January 20, the US would strike 

Hamas and its backers harder than ever before. 

Other Developments  

GCC Summit calls for ‘intervention’ to protect civilians in Gaza 

Hamas and Fatah are near an agreement on who will oversee postwar Gaza 

Iran expresses Syria's frustration with Turkey in a tense visit     

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/aleppo-airport-closed-sources-say-syrian-rebels-reach-heart-city-2024-11-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/aleppo-airport-closed-sources-say-syrian-rebels-reach-heart-city-2024-11-29/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-developments-in-syria/
https://www.wam.ae/a/b6h1euk
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20241203-macron-and-saudi-crown-prince-sign-partnership-deal-call-for-lebanon-elections
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/12/04/world/politics/france-saudi-palestinian-state-macron/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-leaders-applaud-trump-pledge-hostages-gazans-fear-worse-2024-12-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-leaders-applaud-trump-pledge-hostages-gazans-fear-worse-2024-12-03/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20241202-gcc-summit-calls-for-intervention-to-protect-civilians-in-gaza/
https://apnews.com/article/palestinians-fatah-hamas-postwar-gaza-acc4da6042ed030f65d0cd0745b82217
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/iran-expresses-syria-frustration-turkey-tense-visit
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On November 28, Kazakhstan hosted a summit of the Collective Security Treaty 

Organization (CSTO), including a meeting involving the leaders of the Russia-

led military alliance’s member states. Following the meeting, the heads of state 

inked 14 separate documents, including a declaration in which they declared 

their commitment to develop further the CSTO and their intention to continue 

interaction between member states. The members approved the Declaration of 

the Collective Security Council.  

Prior to the CSTO meeting, Russia-Kazakhstan talks took place at the Akorda 

residence, on November 27.  Following the consultations, the presidents 

signed a joint statement; several intergovernmental, inter-agency 

and business documents were also signed. Vladimir Putin and Kassym-Jomart 

Tokayev addressed the plenary session of the 20th Russia-Kazakhstan 

Interregional Cooperation Forum in Ufa, via videoconference. During 

the discussions, Vladimir Putin and Kassym-Jomart Tokayev deliberated 

on the advancement of the strategic partnership and alliance between 

the Russian Federation and Kazakhstan across diverse domains.  

On December 1, Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee 

and Foreign Minister Wang Yi chaired the fifth China-Central Asia Foreign 

Ministers’ Meeting in Chengdu. The five foreign Ministers of the Central Asian 

countries attended the meeting.  The ministers discussed economic 

cooperation, regional security challenges, transportation and logistics 

cooperation, climate and environment, and the growth of cultural and 

humanitarian ties. Additionally, they agreed to strengthen cooperation in 

environmental sustainability, including water resources, renewable energy and 

environmental protection. The officials stressed the need to implement joint 

infrastructure projects, simplify trade procedures, stimulate investment within 

the Belt and Road Initiative, strengthen measures to combat terrorism, 

extremism, and transnational crime, and coordinate efforts in cybersecurity. 

Other Developments 

TAPI Gas Pipeline Project launched in Afghanistan 

Azerbaijan isn’t reexporting Russian gas to EU, Brussels insists 

Russia’s strategic posturing and Putin’s November visit to Kazakhstan 

Chinese FM meets counterparts of Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan  

https://astanatimes.com/2024/11/foreign-and-defense-ministers-of-csto-countries-meet-in-astana/
https://astanatimes.com/2024/11/foreign-and-defense-ministers-of-csto-countries-meet-in-astana/
http://en.kremlin.ru/catalog/countries/KZ/events/75703
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/75678
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjbzhd/202412/t20241203_11537458.html
https://astanatimes.com/2024/12/chinese-central-asian-foreign-ministers-seek-to-deepen-partnership/
https://turkmenportal.com/en/blog/85447/tapi-gas-pipeline-project-launched-in-afghanistan
https://www.politico.eu/article/azerbaijan-isnt-re-exporting-russian-gas-to-eu-brussels-insists/
https://timesca.com/russias-strategic-posturing-and-putins-november-visit-to-kazakhstan/
https://english.news.cn/20241201/b55b8942eef94f46ad8a0b009f7e1908/c.html
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

On November 28, 2024, the Ministries of Defence of India and the United 

Kingdom signed a Statement of Intent (SoI) in Portsmouth for cooperation on 

design and development of an electric propulsion systems for the Indian Navy. 

This agreement was part of the third Joint Working Group Meeting of the 

Electric Propulsion Capability Partnership. The SoI establishes a framework 

for co-design, co-creation, and co-production of electric propulsion 

capabilities for future naval vessels, including Landing Platform Docks 

(LPDs) that are planned to be constructed at Indian shipyards.  

The Indian Navy conducted a narcotics seizure – combined operation with the 

Sri Lankan Navy in the Arabian Sea. Following intelligence from the Sri Lankan 

Navy, extensive surveillance was conducted using Long Range Maritime Patrol 

Aircraft and Remotely Piloted Aircraft, with inputs from the Information Fusion 

Centre in Gurugram. The operation successfully intercepted two Sri Lankan-

flagged fishing vessels involved in narcotics smuggling and resulted in the 

seizure of approximately 500 kg of crystal meth and the apprehension of nine 

crew members. 

On December 3, 2024, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) granted 

Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for five capital acquisition proposals totalling 

over ₹21,772 crore. Among these proposals is the procurement of 31 New Water 

Jet Fast Attack Crafts (NWJFACs) for the Indian Navy, designed for low-

intensity maritime operations, surveillance, patrol, and search and rescue 

missions close to the coast. Additionally, the DAC approved the acquisition of 

120 Fast Interceptor Crafts (FIC-1), which are versatile vessels capable of 

escorting high-value naval units such as aircraft carriers and destroyers.  

Other Developments  

Second India-UK 2+2 Foreign and Defence Dialogue held in New Delhi on 3 

December 2024 

High-Level Meeting of the Djibouti Code of Conduct-Jeddah Amendment 

(DCOC-JA) was held in Dar es Salaam  

8th ACTCM Barge, LSAM 22 was launched on November 28, 2024 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2078853
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2078843
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2080155
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38668
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38668
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/tanzania/eu-steps-engagement-maritime-security-through-djibouti-code-conduct-high-level-meeting_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/tanzania/eu-steps-engagement-maritime-security-through-djibouti-code-conduct-high-level-meeting_en
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2079210
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25T Bollard Pull (BP) Tugs Bhishm and Bahubali was inducted at the Naval Ship 

Repair Yard (NSRY) in Visakhapatnam 

Ministry of Defence (MoD) of India signed a contract with Cochin Shipyard 

Limited (CSL) for the Short Refit and Dry Docking (SRDD) of the INS 

Vikramaditya  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2079133
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2079133
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2079380
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2079380
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2079380
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