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South Asia: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Bhutan Dasho Tshering Tobgay at the inaugural 

Leadership Conclave of the School of Ultimate Leadership (SOUL), in New Delhi, on February 21, 2025.  

Source: X/@narendramodi 

Southeast Asia: Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu met Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto, on February 25, 

2025 in Jakarta. Source: X/@sjafriesjams 

West Asia: Syrian National Dialogue conference was held in Damascus on February 25, 2025. Source: Official X Handle/Syrian 

Arab News Agency 

Indian Ocean Region: Vice Admiral Tarun Sobti, Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff (DCNS) of the Indian Navy, met with Admiral 

Datuk (Dr) Zulhelmy bin Ithnain, Chief of the Royal Malaysian Navy, on February 18, 2025 in Kuala Lumpur 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

General Waker-Uz-Zaman, Chief of Army Staff of Bangladesh, warned on 

February 25th that the nation’s sovereignty is imperilled by persistent internal 

dissension. He added that the army would continue to maintain law and order 

until the elected government assumed power. Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, 

leader of the BNP, also warned the Muhammad Yunus-led caretaker 

government against leading the country into further chaos and destruction. On 

February 24, a mob attacked Cox’s Bazar air base, while clashes between rival 

student groups persisted in major cities. A surge in robberies, muggings, and 

pickpocketing has instilled widespread fear nationwide. In Muscat, India’s 

External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, stressed to Bangladesh’s Foreign 

Affairs Advisor, Mr. Touhid Hossain, the critical need for Bangladesh to not 

legitimize terrorism. 

From February 20-21, the Bhutanese Prime Minister, Dasho Tshering Tobgay, 

was in India to attend the inaugural SOUL Leadership Conclave. An official 

meeting between Prime Minister Dasho Tshering Tobgay and Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra Modi took place during the visit; the latter reiterated India’s 

dedication to deepening the special and historic ties between India and 

Bhutan.  

Pakistan Army Chief General Syed Asim Munir, was on official visit to the 

United Kingdom on February 19-20, where he attended the 7th Regional 

Stabilisation Conference at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. It is a key 

platform for Pakistan-UK military dialogue. During the visit he held meetings 

with Admiral Toney Radikin, Chief of Defence Staff of UK, General Sir Roland 

Walker, Chief of the General Staff of the British Army, and Jonathan Nicholas 

Powell, the UK National Security Adviser and Home Secretary Yvette Cooper. 

According to the news reports UK has offered to enter a joint venture with 

Pakistan’s defence industries, including Pakistan Ordinance Factories, Heavy 

Industries Taxila, and maritime cooperation in shipbuilding, command and 

surveillance equipment, subsystem assemblies, and system integration. 

  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/dont-say-you-were-not-warned-bangladesh-army-chief-to-politicians/articleshow/118562919.cms
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/biotga82zw
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/wye9g4fmel
https://www.dawn.com/news/1893097/clashes-leave-150-students-injured-in-bangladesh
https://ddnews.gov.in/en/bangladesh-should-not-normalize-terrorism-says-mea/
https://ddnews.gov.in/en/bangladesh-should-not-normalize-terrorism-says-mea/
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/39095/Official_Visit_of_Prime_Minister_of_Bhutan_to_India_February_2021_2025
https://www.dawn.com/news/1893106/coas-meets-top-military-officials-in-uk
https://www.dawn.com/news/1893106/coas-meets-top-military-officials-in-uk
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Other Developments 

China eyes continued arms sale to Bangladesh 

US releases USD 397m for Pak F-16s monitoring 

Trump appoints official to retrieve US weapons from Afghanistan  

Afghanistan says Pakistan carrying out mass expulsion of refugees 

  

https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/tp3sccpiex
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2530343/us-releases-397m-for-pak-f-16s-monitoring
https://www.khaama.com/trump-appoints-official-to-retrieve-us-weapons-from-afghanistan/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghanistan-says-pakistan-carrying-out-mass-expulsion-refugees-2025-02-19/
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V 
 

On February 25, the largest and longest-running multinational military 

exercises in the Asia-Pacific region, ‘Cobra Gold’, began in Thailand, with some 

8,200 personnel from 30 countries working together to improve their defences 

against cybersecurity threats. Thailand and the United States will cohost the 

annual drill that runs through March 7. Singapore, Japan, Indonesia, South 

Korea and Malaysia are full participants, while China, India and Australia are 

involved on a limited basis, contributing exercises such as delivering 

humanitarian assistance. 

On February 24, Japan and the Philippines agreed to boost military cooperation 

amid mutual concern over China’s growing assertiveness in the region. 

Japanese Defence Minister Gen Nakatani and Philippine Defence Secretary 

Gilberto Teodoro, Jr said they had agreed to establish a “strategic dialogue” 

between their countries’ militaries and a “high-level framework” for defence 

equipment and technology cooperation. The two ministers also discussed the 

situation in the East and South China Seas, and confirmed their opposition to 

China’s attempts at unilaterally changing the status quo by force. 

Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu started a working visit to 

Indonesia and Malaysia, on February 24, to discuss security and defence issues. 

“During the visit, talks are planned on current issues of bilateral relations, 

including security and defence, as well as the development of cooperation in 

other areas of mutual interest,” citing the press office of the Security Council, 

RIA reported. Indonesian officials said ahead of Shoigu’s arrival that the sides 

would exchange views on international and regional issues as Russia hopes to 

deepen its defence engagement with Southeast Asia countries. 

Other Developments 

ASEAN Defence Ministers gather in Penang for retreat 

Airlines diverted as Chinese navy holds drills off Australian coast 

China opposes Vietnam building activities on South China Sea reef 

 

  

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/Cybersecurity-focused-Cobra-Gold-military-exercises-start-in-Thailand
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/2/24/japan-philippines-to-boost-military-ties-amid-severe-environment
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20250225-240423/
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20250225-240423/
https://en.tempo.co/read/1979248/russian-official-visits-indonesia-and-malaysia-to-talk-defense-russian-agencies-report
https://en.tempo.co/read/1979248/russian-official-visits-indonesia-and-malaysia-to-talk-defense-russian-agencies-report
https://apnews.com/article/indonesia-russia-sergei-shoigu-sjafrie-sjamsoeddin-e6d49218197600b2a02dc5247ebf002f
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2025/02/25/asean-defence-ministers-gather-in-penang-for-retreat
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/Airlines-diverted-as-Chinese-navy-holds-drills-off-Australian-coast
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/China-opposes-Vietnam-building-activities-on-South-China-Sea-reef?dicbo=v2-CUGvQHh
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East Asia  

by 

Arshiya Chaturvedi  
 
 

 

The trial of ousted South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol concluded on 

February 25, following his final statement before eight judges in the 

Constitutional Court. The trial is reviewing his impeachment, which was 

approved by the National Assembly on December 14, 2024, leading to his 

suspension from office after imposing martial law in South Korea. The 

Constitutional Court will determine whether the declaration of martial law was 

unconstitutional and whether the president was committed to upholding the 

Constitution. If the constitutional court rules in favour of impeachment, Yoon 

will become the second president in South Korean history to be impeached. 

Yoon is also facing a separate criminal investigation for insurrection over his 

declaration of martial law in December, punishable with life in prison or even 

the death penalty. 

On Saturday, February 22, local authorities in Japan’s Shimane Prefecture, 

hosted the annual “Takeshima Day” event, reaffirming Japan's territorial claim 

over the Liancourt Rocks, known as Dokdo in South Korea and Takeshima in 

Japan. The event was attended by high-ranking officials of Japan’s central 

government. The Liancourt Rocks, a group of islets in the Sea of Japan, have 

been a longstanding territorial dispute between South Korea and Japan. The 

South Korean government has responded by condemning and calling for the 

immediate abolition of the event. 

Taiwan's coast guard detained a cargo ship, Hong Tai 58, having links to China 

on February 25, following the disconnection of an undersea cable near the 

Penghu Islands in the Taiwan Strait. This is the second such incident as a 

Chinese-linked vessel was suspected of damaging a sea cable earlier this year. 

Recognising the critical role these communication links play in facilitating 

Taiwan's economic and security interests, Taipei's navy and other agencies 

have intensified efforts to safeguard them. The coast guard deployed three 

vessels to detain the Hong Tai 58, which is registered in Togo but had Chinese 

crew members after it had dropped anchor near the cable around the time of 

the disconnection. 

Other Developments 

President Xi and President Putin had a phone conversation, discussing China-

Russia relations. 

Trump indicated possibility of a trade deal with China after friendly talk with Xi.  

https://www.firstpost.com/world/south-korea-braces-for-final-phase-of-yoons-impeachment-trial-what-will-happen-after-the-final-hearing-13865914.html
https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5674/view.do?seq=321107
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Taiwan-tensions/Taiwan-detains-China-linked-cargo-ship-after-undersea-cable-disconnected
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zyxw/202502/t20250224_11561392.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zyxw/202502/t20250224_11561392.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/wjbxw/202502/t20250221_11560342.html
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

On February 25, Syria's capital Damascus hosted a national dialogue to chart a 

new path for the country following the fall of the Assad regime. Major issues 

discussed included preserving the unity and sovereignty of Syria over its entire 

territory, condemnation of the Israeli incursion into Syrian territory, reform of 

state institutions, state monopoly on arms, the outlawing of armed formations 

outside of official institutions, and rejection of discrimination based on race, 

religion, or sect. Ahmed al-Sharaa, the Syrian Interim President, described the 

dialogue as the beginning of a new historical phase after a decade of civil war; 

however, the absence of Kurdish leaders raised questions about the country's 

unity and inclusion. Meanwhile, on February 24, the European Union 

suspended a range of sanctions against Syria in sectors such as energy, 

banking, transport, and reconstruction. 

On February 21, the leaders of seven Arab countries including Saudi Arabia, 

Jordan, Egypt, Qatar, UAE, Kuwait, and Bahrain met in Riyadh to discuss an 

alternative to US President Donald Trump’s plan to displace Gaza residents and 

turn the Palestinian enclave into the “Riviera” of the Middle East. Reportedly, 

the meeting focused on an Egyptian proposal for USD 20 billion to be provided 

over a three-year period to rebuild Gaza, but no official confirmation was given. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 

Lavrov met in Tehran on February 25, pledging to continue deepening their 

comprehensive strategic partnership. Iranian Foreign Minister Araghchi 

reiterated that there would be no talks with the US regarding Tehran’s nuclear 

program as long as Washington continues its maximum pressure policy. 

Other Developments   

Trump envoy will push for Gaza truce extension in the region this week, he says 

Readout of Secretary Hegseth's Meeting with Saudi Minister of Defence, His 

Royal Highness Khalid bin Salman 

  

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2591501/middle-east
https://sana.sy/en/?p=348121
https://sana.sy/en/?p=348121
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/eu-suspends-sanctions-against-syria-including-those-energy-banking-2025-02-24/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/2/21/arab-leaders-discuss-alternative-to-trump-gaza-plan-at-saudi-arabia-meet
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/510231/Tehran-s-consultations-with-Moscow-ongoing-across-all-sectors
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/trumps-envoy-says-us-expects-phase-two-israel-hamas-deal-proceed-2025-02-23/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/4076283/readout-of-secretary-hegseths-meeting-with-saudi-minister-of-defense-his-royal/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/4076283/readout-of-secretary-hegseths-meeting-with-saudi-minister-of-defense-his-royal/
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic aim to explore new opportunities to 

expand trade, accelerate the launch of the Industrial Trade and Logistics 

Complex on their border, and enhance transit and transport cooperation. 

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev emphasized these priorities during a 

meeting with Adylbek Kasymaliev, the chairman of the Kyrgyz Cabinet of 

Ministers and head of the Presidential Administration, who arrived on his first 

official foreign visit to Astana on February 25.  

On February 25, the Deputy Chairman of the Kyrgyz Cabinet of Ministers Edil 

Baisalov announced that the first ever trilateral summit of the presidents of the 

Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan will take place in Khujand on March 

31. “This meeting will mark a new chapter in cooperation, dialogue, and shared 

prosperity in Central Asia,” he said. This follows the signing of the final protocol 

on the delimitation of the Kyrgyz-Tajik border on February 21. 

On February 24, Pakistan and Azerbaijan signed agreements and 

memorandums of understanding (MOUs), chiefly about trade and energy, 

during a visit to Azerbaijan by Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. PM 

Sharif arrived in the Azerbaijani capital, Baku, for a two-day visit to hold talks 

with President Ilham Aliyev and other top officials. This is Sharif’s second visit 

to the Central Asian country since taking office in February of last year. During 

Sharif’s visit, Azerbaijan’s state-owned oil company, SOCAR, exchanged 

several MOUs with Pakistan’s oil trading and refining companies, including 

one to complete a pipeline in the South Asian country, Pakistan's state-run 

news agency reported. Following a visit to Azerbaijan, Prime Minister Sharif 

proceeded to Uzbekistan for discussions on trade, energy, and defense 

collaboration, reflecting Pakistan’s ongoing economic engagement with 

Central Asia. 

Other Developments 

Kazakhstan to Launch Three Joint Terminals with China This Year 

Kazakhstan to Develop Joint Satellites with Mongolia and Congo 

Azerbaijan, Pakistan aim to jointly produce J-17, a China-made fighter jet 

Armenia received Azerbaijan’s response regarding peace treaty 

From Armenia To America, Demand For Indian Drone, Anti-Drone Systems 

Increases; Billions In Revenue Expected  

https://astanatimes.com/2025/02/kazakhstan-kyrgyz-republic-explore-new-cooperation-opportunities/
https://astanatimes.com/2025/02/kyrgyzstan-tajikistan-uzbekistan-to-hold-first-summit-after-border-deal/
https://www.voanews.com/a/pakistan-azerbaijan-sign-agreements-mous-on-trade-and-energy/7986025.html
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2530857/after-azerbaijan-pm-arrives-in-uzbekistan-on-official-visit
https://astanatimes.com/2025/02/kazakhstan-to-launch-three-joint-terminals-with-china-this-year/
https://astanatimes.com/2025/02/kazakhstan-to-develop-joint-satellites-with-mongolia-and-congo/
https://www.firstpost.com/world/backed-by-china-azerbaijan-and-pakistan-aim-for-quantum-jump-with-joint-production-of-j-17-13866379.html
https://news.az/news/armenia-received-azerbaijans-response-regarding-peace-treaty
https://www.eurasiantimes.com/from-armenia-to-america-demand-for-indian/
https://www.eurasiantimes.com/from-armenia-to-america-demand-for-indian/
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

Vice Admiral Tarun Sobti, Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff (DCNS) of the Indian 

Navy, met with Admiral Datuk (Dr) Zulhelmy bin Ithnain, Chief of the Royal 

Malaysian Navy, on February 18 in Kuala Lumpur. This meeting was held on 

the sidelines of the Malaysia-India Defence Cooperation Committee 

(MIDCOM) meeting. During their discussion, they expressed satisfaction with 

the growing engagements between the two navies. They shared experiences in 

maintaining Scorpene class submarines and explored further avenues of 

cooperation in maritime security, training, shipbuilding, and participation in 

international maritime events like the International Fleet Review, MILAN, 

Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), and the Goa Maritime Conclave.  

The G20 Foreign Ministers' Meeting was held in Johannesburg, South Africa, 

on February 20-21, 2025. This meeting marked a significant event under South 

Africa's presidency of the G20, the first time an African nation has led the group. 

The country's G20 presidency, themed "Solidarity, Equality, and Sustainability," 

seeks to address pressing global issues such as poverty, climate change, and 

economic inequality, while also advancing Africa's development agenda. Key 

discussions included global challenges such as climate change, disaster risk 

reduction, and economic issues. Several foreign ministers attended, including 

those from Japan, India, China, and Turkey. Several bilateral meetings took 

place on the sidelines, including between India and China. U.S. Secretary of 

State Marco Rubio boycotted the meeting, citing a refusal to "coddle anti-

Americanism”.  

The Zolfaghar 1403 joint military exercise, conducted by the Iranian Army, 

began on Saturday, February 23, 2025, and concluded on Tuesday, February 26, 

2025. The large-scale drills spanned a significant area from the Makran coast to 

the Sea of Oman and the northern Indian Ocean. The exercise involved 

elements from the Ground Forces, Air Defense Forces, Air Force, and the 

Strategic Navy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, along with the Joint Air Defense 

Headquarters of Khatam al-Anbiya. The exercise featured the deployment of 

sophisticated air defence systems, cyber defence mechanisms, and enhanced 

drones equipped with air-to-air missiles for aerial interception. Russian-made 

Yak-130 advanced jet trainer and light combat aircraft participated in its first 

operational mission, working alongside two MiG-29 fighter jets.  

 

https://x.com/indiannavy/status/1892137356964343945
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2104611#:~:text=The%2013th%20meeting%20of%20Malaysia,Mr%20Lokman%20Hakim%20Bin%20Ali.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2104611#:~:text=The%2013th%20meeting%20of%20Malaysia,Mr%20Lokman%20Hakim%20Bin%20Ali.
https://x.com/indiannavy/status/1892137356964343945
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2025/Feb/22/g20-foreign-ministers-meeting-notes-climate-of-distrust-amid-rubios-absence-russia-europe-clash
https://apnews.com/article/rubio-trump-g20-south-africa-eu-f586fb63186ac09877a2cd80bb7f6b56
https://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2025/02/25/743502/Iran-deterrence-drills-
https://www.indrastra.com/2025/02/iran-unveils-russian-yak-130-at.html#google_vignette
https://www.indrastra.com/2025/02/iran-unveils-russian-yak-130-at.html#google_vignette
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Other developments  

First Training Squadron of the Indian Navy concluded its visit to Cam Ranh 

Bay, Vietnam 

  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2105249
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2105249
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