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West Asia: The Extraordinary Arab Summit for Palestine was held in Egypt on March 4, 2025. Source: Official 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

On February 28, Bangladeshi students, key players in last year’s government 

ouster, formed a new political party. The party’s leadership comprises key 

organisers from Students Against Discrimination (SAD). The new ‘Jatiya 

Nagorik Party’ is led by its convener, Mr. Nahid Islam, a former advisor to the 

interim government, with Akhtar Hossain serving as its secretary. Nahid said 

the new party would be a “democratic, egalitarian, people’s party”. 

Meanwhile, Chief Adviser of Bangladesh Interim Government Muhammad 

Yunus, in an interview, dismissed concerns over deteriorating relations with 

India, asserting that ties between the two nations remain strong despite recent 

tensions. Yunus, however, acknowledged the emergence of some conflicts but 

attributed them primarily to "misinformation and propaganda". His remarks 

came weeks ahead of the BIMSTEC Summit in Thailand on April 3-4, when the 

Bangladeshi side is keen to set up a meeting between Yunus and Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi. 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Khalid bin Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

visited Islamabad on February 27, where he held delegation level talks with 

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The presence of senior security 

officials in the delegation suggested that the two sides also discussed security-

related matters. Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) signed multiple 

agreements and MoUs for cooperation in various sectors, including banking, 

mining, infrastructure, and railways.  

Sporadic clashes between Taliban and Pakistani border guards have continued 

from March 3, near Torkham border crossing. Both sides are using light and 

heavy weaponry. At least one Pakistani civilian was killed, while four Pakistani 

soldiers and another civilian were wounded in the fighting. The Taliban’s 

Interior Ministry confirmed that one of their fighters was also killed. The failure 

of negotiations to reopen the vital trade route resulted in subsequent clashes.  

  

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/2/28/bangladesh-students-who-deposed-pm-hasina-form-party-to-fight-elections
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/muhammad-yunus-india-bangladesh-ties-seikh-hasina-new-delhi-dhaka-2688508-2025-03-04
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/muhammad-yunus-india-bangladesh-ties-seikh-hasina-new-delhi-dhaka-2688508-2025-03-04
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bangladesh-has-no-option-but-to-have-good-ties-with-india-muhammad-yunus-101741002301095.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1894462
https://news.az/news/uae-and-pakistan-sign-mous-on-gold-mining-railways-and-economic-zone
https://news.az/news/uae-and-pakistan-sign-mous-on-gold-mining-railways-and-economic-zone
https://amu.tv/160971/
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Other Developments 

Taliban representatives meet Indian Ambassador in Tehran to discuss 

strengthening ties 

Pakistan on list of ‘worst performing’ democracies  

FATF grey-listing: Nepal emerges as South Asian haven for money laundering 

Maldives’ imports from China surge by 55 percent following FTA 

 

  

https://www.khaama.com/taliban-representatives-meet-indian-ambassador-in-tehran-to-discuss-strengthening-ties/
https://www.khaama.com/taliban-representatives-meet-indian-ambassador-in-tehran-to-discuss-strengthening-ties/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1894785/pakistan-on-list-of-worst-performing-democracies
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/fatf-grey-listing-nepal-emerges-as-south-asian-haven-for-money-laundering/articleshow/118667064.cms?from=mdr
https://avas.mv/en/148168
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V 
 

The 4th India-Vietnam Policy Planning Dialogue was held in New Delhi on 

March 4, 2025. According to a statement from India’s Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA), the meeting was co-chaired by Raghuram S, Joint Secretary 

(Policy Planning and Research), MEA, and Le Dinh Tinh, Director General of the 

Policy Planning Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), Vietnam. The 

dialogue enabled both sides to share views on various regional and global 

issues, including recent developments in the Indo-Pacific, the functioning of 

multilateral institutions, and development priorities of the Global South. 

On March 3, the head of Myanmar’s military government arrived in Russia for 

an official visit to a major ally of the Southeast Asian nation that has been 

shunned by much of the West for overthrowing a democratically elected 

government and subsequent brutal repression. On March 4, Senior Gen. Min 

Aung Hlaing met Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin. “The 

relations between our countries are steadily developing,” Putin told junta chief 

Min Aung Hlaing in a televised meeting. Following the meeting between the 

two leaders, Myanmar and Russia signed a memorandum on investment 

cooperation in a special economic zone in Dawei, including construction of a 

port and an oil refinery. Additionally, Russia’s Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin 

said Moscow saw potential to boost cooperation in energy, nuclear, transport, 

agriculture, and telecom projects with Myanmar.  

On March 3, Thailand’s government announced it was studying the idea of 

building a wall on part of its border with Cambodia to prevent illegal crossings, 

as a multinational effort to dismantle a sprawling network of illicit scam centres 

mounts. Thailand and Cambodia share a border of 817 km (508 miles). The Thai 

defence ministry has previously proposed a wall to block off a 55 km natural 

crossing between Thailand’s Sa Kaeo province and Poipet, which at present is 

only protected by razor wire.  

Other Developments 

Philippine army confirms attack on its networks 

Philippines to scrutinize donations by suspected Chinese spies 

French Navy aircraft carrier visits Singapore as part of 5-month mission in 

region  

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/39122/IndiaVietnam+Policy+Planning+Dialogue+2025+March+04+2025
https://ddnews.gov.in/en/india-and-vietnam-discuss-geopolitical-cooperation-at-2025-policy-planning-dialogue/
https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-s-head-of-military-government-travels-to-ally-russia-for-talks-with-putin/7995215.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/putin-hails-myanmar-ties-as-junta-chief-visits-moscow/7997288.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2025/03/03/thailand-mulls-wall-at-cambodia-border-as-scam-crackdown-widens.html
https://therecord.media/philippines-army-confirms-hack
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/philippines-to-scrutinize-donations-by-suspected-chinese-spies-101741006826139.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/french-navy-aircraft-carrier-visits-singapore-as-part-of-5-month-mission-in-region
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/french-navy-aircraft-carrier-visits-singapore-as-part-of-5-month-mission-in-region


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. III, Issue 10 |     4 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | March 5, 2025 

East Asia  

by 

Arshiya Chaturvedi  
 
 

 

On February 28, President Xi Jinping met with Russian Security Council 

Secretary Sergei Shoigu in Beijing. The Chinese President emphasised the 

strong China-Russia relationship, highlighting their close cooperation on 

major global and regional issues. Noting that 2025 marks the 80th anniversaries 

of the victories of the Chinese People's War of Resistance against Japanese 

Aggression, the Soviet Union's Great Patriotic War, the World Anti-Fascist War, 

and the founding of the UN, he called for deeper strategic partnership between 

the two countries. Mr. Shoigu praised Russia-China relations as a model for 

major power relations and reaffirmed Russia’s commitment to strengthening 

them. He also acknowledged China’s efforts toward a peaceful resolution of the 

Ukraine crisis. 

A US aircraft carrier, the USS Carl Vinson, arrived in South Korea’s port of Busan 

on Sunday, marking the first such deployment since June. The deployment 

follows North Korea’s recent test-firing of strategic cruise missiles to showcase 

its counterattack capability and nuclear readiness. This move aims to reinforce 

the US-South Korea military alliance and enhance interoperability amid 

ongoing North Korean threats.  

New Zealand’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Winston Peters, 

met with China’s Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, in Beijing on February 26. Wang 

Yi emphasised the steady growth of China-New Zealand relations and 

proposed deeper cooperation in key sectors such as the economy, AI, the green 

economy, and climate change. Mr. Peters reaffirmed China as a crucial partner 

and expressed interest in expanding collaboration across trade, agriculture, and 

defence. Mr. Winston Peters also stopped to meet South Korean Foreign 

Minister Cho Tae-yul, where they discussed strengthening Korea-New Zealand 

ties through high-level exchanges and cooperation in defence, space, and 

economic sectors. 

  

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zyxw/202503/t20250303_11566840.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/zyxw/202503/t20250303_11566840.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/us-news/us-aircraft-carrier-arrives-in-south-korea-days-after-north-korea-test-fired-missiles-101740901951455.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjbzhd/202502/t20250227_11565096.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjbzhd/202502/t20250227_11565096.html
https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=322752
https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=322752
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Other Developments 

Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defence detected 19 PLA aircraft sorties and five 

PLAN vessels near its borders  

Japan and Pakistan held the Fourth Counter-Terrorism Consultations on 

February 26, 2025 

The diplomatic envoys of Central and Eastern European countries visited 

China’s High-Tech Enterprises including Huawei, Baidu and Xiaomi  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), Japan launched its AI Diplomacy 

Division to address global AI challenges and opportunities  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/taiwan-reports-chinese-military-activity-near-its-territory/articleshow/118696496.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/taiwan-reports-chinese-military-activity-near-its-territory/articleshow/118696496.cms?from=mdr
https://www.mofa.go.jp/s_sa/sw/pk/pagewe_000001_00162.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/s_sa/sw/pk/pagewe_000001_00162.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/wjbxw/202502/t20250227_11564986.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xw/wjbxw/202502/t20250227_11564986.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_000001_01039.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_000001_01039.html
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

Egypt hosted an Emergency Arab Summit for Palestine on March 4, during 

which leaders endorsed Cairo's plan for the reconstruction of Gaza to ensure 

that its residents are not displaced and the core principles of the Palestinian 

cause remain intact. Egypt's proposal is an attempt to offer an alternative to 

President Trump's plan to relocate Palestinians and turn Gaza into a “Riviera of 

the Middle East”. The joint communique issued at the Arab Summit also called 

for the return of the Palestinian Authority (PA) to Gaza, which would symbolise 

Palestine's political and geographical unity. Analysts however questioned the 

prospects of the Palestinian Authority governing Gaza, given that Israel had 

ruled out any future role for the body and President Trump had closed the PLO 

liaison office in Washington DC during his first term.  

As Israel blocked humanitarian aid into Gaza after Hamas rejected an Israeli 

proposal to extend the ceasefire without committing to an end to the conflict, 

the truce between the two sides remains tenuous. In light of this, Gideon Saar, 

Israel's Foreign Minister, stated that Israel was ready to move forward with the 

second phase of the Gaza agreement if Hamas released the remaining 59 

hostages. Meanwhile, US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth and Israel's Defence 

Minister Israel Katz spoke on the phone, during which Washington reaffirmed 

its unwavering support for Israel's defence and security. 

In response to ongoing Houthi attacks on American interests in the Middle 

East, the US Department of State re-designated Yemen's Iran-aligned Houthi 

movement as a “Foreign Terrorist Organisation”. 

Other Developments 

US supports Israel's decision to block Gaza aid 

Syria's al-Sharaa meets European Council chief at Arab Summit in Egypt 

 

  

https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2025/03/04/final-communique-emergency-arab-summit-for-palestine/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/3/4/arab-leaders-meet-to-discuss-egypts-53bn-gaza-plan
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/mar/04/egypt-proposes-53bn-gaza-rebuild-as-alternative-to-trump-plan
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/03/03/middleeast/israel-hamas-ceasefire-hostage-deal-hangs-by-a-thread-explainer-intl/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-says-it-needs-deal-freeing-hostages-extend-gaza-ceasefire-deal-2025-03-04/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/4091760/readout-of-secretary-of-defense-pete-hegseths-call-with-israeli-minister-of-def/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-state-designates-yemens-houthis-foreign-terrorist-organization-2025-03-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-state-designates-yemens-houthis-foreign-terrorist-organization-2025-03-04/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20250303-us-supports-israels-decision-to-block-gaza-aid/
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/syrian-crisis/syrias-al-sharaa-meets-european-council-chief-at-arab-summit-in-egypt
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On March 3, the Standing Committee on European Integration of the National 

Assembly (NA) began discussions on a bill to initiate Armenia's membership in 

the European Union. The proposed law was introduced by Artak Zeynalyan, a 

member of the Republic Party of Armenia and one of the bill's initiators. The 

authors of the EU bill in Armenia believe that Western democratic institutions 

are essential for the country's security. During the annual World Economic 

Forum in Davos, Switzerland, the Armenian Prime Minister emphasised the 

government's endorsement of the bill on January 9. 

After China and Tajikistan signed a cooperation agreement to build the longest 

road bridge in Central Asia in the country, experts highlighted this 

development as the latest shining progress under the Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI) and bridging connectivity between the two countries, as well as between 

China and the broader Central Asian region. The implementation agreement 

was signed between Tajikistan's Ministry of Transport and the Tajik branch of 

the Chinese company Zhejiang Communications Construction Group Co. Ltd. 

(ZCCC) represented by Tajik Minister of Transport Azim Ibrohim and ZCCC 

representative Li Mingkun, respectively on February 27. The bridge, spanning 

920 meters (1,500 meters including access roads), will cross the Surkhob River 

in Nurabad district, making it the largest infrastructure project of its kind in the 

region. 

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan plan to enhance their trade relationship with the 

planned opening of four new trade corridors. This initiative, aimed at 

increasing bilateral trade turnover, was announced by Bakhtiyor Ibragimov, 

Uzbekistan’s Ambassador to Kazakhstan, during a meeting with entrepreneurs 

from the Zhetysu Region on March 4, 2025. 

Other Developments 

Kazakhstan to Help Build Small Hydropower Plants in Kyrgyzstan 

Kazakhstan Leads Global Push for Nuclear Disarmament in New York 

Tajikistan Announces Preliminary Parliamentary Election Results; OSCE 

Absent 

  

https://schengen.news/armenias-european-integration-committee-debates-bill-on-eu-membership/
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202502/1329232.shtml
https://astanatimes.com/2025/03/kazakhstan-uzbekistan-to-open-four-trade-corridors/
https://timesca.com/kazakhstan-to-help-build-small-hydropower-plants-in-kyrgyzstan/
https://astanatimes.com/2025/03/exclusive-kazakhstan-leads-global-push-for-nuclear-disarmament-in-new-york/
https://timesca.com/tajikistan-announces-preliminary-parliamentary-election-results-osce-absent/
https://timesca.com/tajikistan-announces-preliminary-parliamentary-election-results-osce-absent/
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

The Indian Navy’s INS Tarkash conducted a Maritime Partnership Exercise 

(MPX) with the Hellenic Navy’s flagship, HS Hydra, in the Western Indian Ocean 

Region. This exercise was designed to enhance interoperability and strengthen 

bilateral maritime cooperation between the two navies. Key activities during 

the MPX included cross-deck landings by integral helicopters of the two ships, 

anti-piracy drills such as simulated boarding operations on a hijacked vessel, 

subject matter exchanges where naval personnel shared expertise and best 

practices, and advanced tactical manoeuvres to improve operational 

coordination. 

INS Kuthar, a frontline warship of the Indian Navy’s Eastern Fleet, arrived in 

Colombo, Sri Lanka, as part of its mission deployment in the Indian Ocean 

Region. During its three-day Operational Turnaround visit, the ship handed 

over a refilled cylinder of Fire-fighting system, an essential component of the 

major safety system installed on the Sri Lanka Coast Guard Ship Suraksha. 

SLCGS Suraksha is an Offshore Patrol Vessel transferred to Sri Lanka by the 

Government of India in October 2017. India has also donated spare parts for the 

ship earlier in June 2021, April 2022, and June 2024 and also provided similar 

assistance in refilling cylinders in January 2024. The visit also included 

professional engagements, knowledge-sharing sessions, and joint activities 

aimed at fostering interoperability and strengthening maritime cooperation 

under India’s Neighbourhood First policy and SAGAR initiative. 

Other Developments 

Indian Navy's First Training Squadron arrives at Phuket Deep Sea Port in 

Thailand   

4th Navy Subgroup Meeting between the Indian Navy and Russian Navy 

concluded in New Delhi 

Iranian Navy's training flotilla, comprising IRIS Boushehr and IRIS Lavan, 

arrived in Mumbai 

  

https://www.tovima.com/politics/indian-forces-in-joint-naval-training-with-greek-hs-hydra/
https://www.hcicolombo.gov.in/section/press-releases/p-indian-naval-ship-kuthar-visit-to-colombo/#:~:text=Indian%20Naval%20Ship%20Kuthar%2C%20an,Navy%20band%20and%20the%20officers.
https://www.newindian.in/indian-navys-first-training-squadron-docks-in-phuket-for-joint-drills/
https://www.newindian.in/indian-navys-first-training-squadron-docks-in-phuket-for-joint-drills/
https://x.com/indiannavy/status/1895454983119593956
https://x.com/indiannavy/status/1895454983119593956
https://www.business-standard.com/external-affairs-defence-security/news/two-iranian-warships-on-goodwill-and-training-visit-to-mumbai-indian-navy-125022600367_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/external-affairs-defence-security/news/two-iranian-warships-on-goodwill-and-training-visit-to-mumbai-indian-navy-125022600367_1.html
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